1. HIRADA

e Scientific name: Terminalia chebula
e Marathi name: %TET

e Commonly known as: Black or Chebulic Myrobalan
e Family: Combretaceae
Leaf Description and Arrangement
e Shape: Oval
Size: 7-8 cm long, 4.5-10 cm wide
Petiole: 1-3 cm long
Arrangement: Alternate to sub-opposite
Surface: Globous above, yellowish pubescence below
Base: Cordate (heart-shaped)
o Tip: Acute (pointed)
Fruit Description
o Type: Drupe-like
o Size: 2-4.5 cm long, 1.2-2.5 cm wide
o Colour: Blackish brown when ripe
o Surface: Smooth, ellipsoid to ovoid, with five longitudinal ridges
Flower Description
e Size: 5 mm across
o Shape: Monoecious (both male and female flowers on the same plant)
o Colour: Dull white to yellow
o Flowering Period: May to June, September
Bark Structure
e Colour: Greyish brown to black
o Texture: Coarsely split, thick, exfoliating in thick scales
o Surface: Young shoots densely pubescent (covered with soft white hair)
Habitat
o Distribution: Found throughout southern and southeast Asia, including India, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Pakistan, and Thailand
o Environment: Dry slopes up to 900 m in elevation

1. Used in traditional medicine for its astringent, laxative, and digestive properties.
2. Fruits are pickled, boiled with sugar, or used in preserves.
3. Used for making furniture and other wooden items.
4. Extracted for tanning leather.
5. Used in various rituals and traditional practices.
Fun Facts
o Known as the "King of Medicines" in Ayurveda.
o Often mentioned in ancient texts and folklore.
o Plays a key role in its native ecosystems, providing habitat and food for various
species.
o Thrives in a variety of environments, making it a resilient species.
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