101. Litchi chinensis

e Scientific name: Litchi chinensis
e Marathi name: fod

e Common name: Lychee, Litchi
e Family: Sapindaceae

Leaf and Arrangement
o Leaves: Pinnate, 10-25 cm or longer.
o Leaflets: 2-4 pairs, glossy, leathery, and dark green.
Fruit
o Type: The fruit is an aril.
o Shape: Varies from round to ovoid to heart-shaped.
e Colour: Green when immature, ripening to red or pink-red.
e Size: 1-3 cm long and about 0.6-1.5 cm wide.
o Edible Portion: The fleshy part of the fruit is an aril.
e Seed: One dark brown inedible seed.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: March to July.
e Fruiting: The fruit ripens from green to red or pink-red during the flowering period.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Grey-black.
e Branches: Brownish-red.
Habitat
e Global Distribution: Found in tropical and subtropical regions.
o Indian Distribution: Predominantly throughout Assam and other parts of North East
India.

1. Edible Fruit: Fresh, canned, or dried

2. Sherbet: Made from fresh fruit juice

3. Medicinal: Leaves, seeds, and bark have medicinal properties

Fun Facts

1. King of Fruits: Known as the "King of Fruits" in China due to its delicious taste and
high nutritional value.

2. Toxins: Contains hypoglycin A and methylene cyclopropyl-glycin, which can cause
hypoglycemia if consumed in large quantities, especially by undernourished children.

3. Pollination: Mainly pollinated by honey bees.

4. Introduction to the West: Introduced to Jamaica in 1775 and Florida in 1916
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