102. Ficus callosa

e Scientific name: Ficus callosa
e Marathi name:
e Commonly known as: Calloused fig
¢ Family: Moraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate, spiral
Shape: Elliptic to broadly elliptic, sometimes ovate
Size: 10-20 cm long by 5-11 cm wide
Apex: Pointed to blunt or slightly long-pointed
Base: Narrow to rounded or somewhat heart-shaped
Margin: Entire and curled
Texture: Leathery, hairless above, rough and slightly velvety beneath, drying greyish
green
o Stipules: Up to 3 cm long, lance-shaped, falling off leaving an annular scar
e Petiole: 2-7 cm long, canalled, hairless
Fruit
e Type: Fig (syconium)
o Shape: Nearly spherical to obovoid
o Size: Up to 3 cm across, carried on stalk up to 1.5 cm long
Flowers
o Size: Very small, enclosed within the fig
o Flowering Period: March and April
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth, warty
o Colour: Grey with yellowish blaze
o Characteristics: Buttressed tree, branchlets are stout, round, warty, and hairless
o Latex: White, profuse
Habitat
e Native Range: Indomalaysia in the Western Ghats, South, Central, and Maharashtra
Sahyadris
o Height: Up to 25 meters
Uses
1. Food: The fruit is edible and can be cooked.

2. Wood: The yellow-grey wood is used for making furniture, boxes, and ply.

3. Fiber: The fibrous bark is used for making cloth.

4. Substitute: It can be a substitute for Indian balsa (Sterculia spp.).

5. Cultivation: Sometimes cultivated for local use as a food source and source of wood
and fiber.

Fun Facts

e Polymorphic Leaves: The leaves, especially when young, are polymorphic and often
elongated.

e Medium-Sized Tree: Ficus callosa can grow 25-35 meters tall, exceptionally up to 45
meters.

o Pollinators: Wasps are the primary pollinators
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