103. CHIKADA
o Scientific name: Falconeria insignis
e Marathi name: TISrer

e Commonly Name: Tiger's Milk Spruce
e Family: Euphorbiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite
o Shape: Elliptic-lanceolate
e Size: 16-19 cm long and 5-8 cm wide
e Margin: Serrated
o Apex: Pointed
e Base: Acute or wedge-shaped, unequal
o Petiole: 4-5 cm long
o Arrangement Detail: Leaves are crowded at the ends of branchlets
Fruit Description
e Fruit Type: Capsule.
e Fruit Size: 7-8 mm in diameter.
e Fruit Colour: Initially slightly fleshy, later dry and thin.
e Fruit Seeds: Globose, covered with white, waxy arils.
Flowers
e Size: Small
o Shape: Unisexual, occurring in terminal 7-9 cm long, upright, stout spikes with a
whorl of linear scales at the base
o Arrangement: Male flowers are less than 1 mm long, in sessile clusters in the axils of
adpressed bracts
o Characteristics: During flowering, the tree is completely leafless, with only long,
sharp, upright spikes at the end of branches
o Flowering Period: December to January
Bark Structure
o Characteristics: Exudes poisonous milky juice
Habitat
e Habitat Type: Deciduous forests, rocky places, open areas, limestone, granitic bedrock
o Height: 5-10 meters.
Uses
1. Used to treat various ailments.
2. Used in gardens and parks.
3. The latex is toxic to fish.
4. The latex is toxic to skin and eyes.
5. Used to stupefy fish.
Fun Facts
o Tiger's Milk Spruce.
e Found in southern and northern West India, Nepal, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and
China.
e Flowers are visited by Melipona bees
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