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106. RUBBER TREE

e Scientific name: Ficus elastica
e Marathi name: {&I{©I-d3

e Common name: Rubber fig
¢ Family: Moraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Shape: Broad, shiny, oval
o Size: 10-35 cm long and 5-15 cm broad (occasionally up to 45 cm on young plants,
typically 10 cm on older trees)
e Margin: Entire
o Texture: Shiny, leathery
o Additional Features: Leaves develop inside a reddish sheath at the tip of branches;
the sheath drops off as the leaf unfurls

o Type: Berry
e Shape: Oval
e Colour: Yellow-green
e Size: 1 cm long
e Arrangement: Grow in pairs
Flowers
o Size: Small and inconspicuous
e Colour: Not highly colorful or fragrant
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
e Colour: Brown
o Additional Features: The tree can yield a milky white latex used to make rubber
Habitat
o Native Range: Northeastern India, eastern Himalayas, Southeast Asia
o Height: 30-40 meters (usually seen as a smaller garden tree)
o Environment: Grows in all Indian conditions; popular as a house-plant

Uses
1. Ornamental Plant: Popular indoor plant due to its glossy leaves.
2. Living Bridges: In parts of India, aerial roots are guided over chasms to form living bridges.
3. Rubber Production: Historically, the milky white latex was used to make rubber.
4. Landscaping: Used for roadsides and container planting.
5. Air Purification: Effective at removing toxins like formaldehyde from indoor environments.

Fun Facts
o Living Bridges: In Meghalaya, India, aerial roots of Ficus elastica are guided over chasms to
form living bridges.
e Heritage Trees: Two individuals of Ficus elastica are listed as Heritage Trees in Singapore.
o Invasive Species: In some tropical areas outside its native range, it can become invasive




106. RUBBER TREE

e Scientific name: Ficus elastica
e Marathi name: {&I{©I-d3

e Common name: Rubber fig
¢ Family: Moraceae

uret 3for Tt Aot

YR ATelt

Aol gl

IR &, THHCR, SThcl

HTHR: 10-35 AT o 30T 5-15 AT I (Fefiert TEUT geAEddia] 45 QAT
T, HTAA: ST SSiaY 10 T )

F16: 37T

QAT : THRGR, FTds!

faRea RS I AT SAFTAT ATTE JTAROMTAT 3T fFpiad
BT, 9Tl eI 3THCATAT 3MTaROT AT Isd

YR ST

ITHR: 33Tl
tr:ﬁaw—%w
TR | TAT AT
Aol AT aredrd

HTHR: gl 30T Ieal@ell g slald

HTel TdedAT

WTQW:W?T

TaT; qafedr

Ffafea IR AT g TeT ACFH Fadl ST T TIR HOATATS
CIECIRCI G

IGEIGER 1G]

39T

HAEUT: AT AN, G4 TgATed, ey 3iRran
Ff: 30-40 HIX (AAIT: g dElde $18 FgU dIfgel i)
TATROT: {6 HARAT IRFEAAT ared; BRI defedell Fg06 Al

2. WATEEY FATIA: AT Tehuehld TTATHDS AlhiIT FeSI3R Tele.




Ifetrelicr [zt SATeretxor

L@ (< One) l IMAT
S 7 O v

g webear 3%

R foEa qeT: RS HIET AT, gacliel HeiaT &1 TSI ARG Shel S,
3. @ 3cUTee: UTgTTAshe e, gUTe iedl ofeehd ISR SeAdUARHTST dTaRell S,

8. ASEHAI: TEITTAT TTofeir 0T FHEaR TelifearAey aoRel AT,

. §aT YEHIFIOT: ERTCAIel ATATERUICATS BIHAATSESS AREAT fATRT Ferdi Fige eTehvard
T,

AAGR axd

¢, forda e AUTerT, HRATHEY, BIIHE Solliecsh gadial Hob &l NATSUITHST ATERId
el STTdTd.

R. ARAT FATS: FHMRALY BrIFH FAliEcH alel S aRAT 315 7 Falaey 3HTed.
3. fAwATT IO g Aafien aHarear SRdd FRr IsuRfead s, O 3ifaswaoT
HOTRT JSITeT Fef 2Aeh.

N

N/
/* chigfredearth@gmail.com

*Image Credit : India Biodiversity Portal




