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107. BAEL

o Scientific Name. Aegle marmelos
e Common Name: wood apple

e Marathi Name: ST

¢ Family: Rutaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate, 3-foliolate, sometimes 5-foliolate, dimorphic
Shape: Ovate-elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate
Size: Leaflets subsessile, petioles up to 6 cm long
Base: Oblique
Apex: Tapering
Margin: Shallowly crenate-serrate
e Texture: Membranous, pale green, glabrous or puberulous when young, pellucid-punctate
Fruit
o Type: Berry
Shape: Ovoid
Colour: Yellowish
Size: 6-10 cm across
Characteristics: Woody, many-seeded; seeds oblong and flat
e  Fruiting Period: March to June in the next year
Flowers
e Size: About 12 x 6 mm (petals)
e Shape: Bisexual, in axillary and terminal racemose or corymbose inflorescences
¢ Colour: Greenish white or yellow
e Characteristics: Fragrant; calyx cupular; lobes 4 or 5, 3-angled; petals 5, ovate-oblong,
fleshy and white; stamens numerous in 2 or 3 series; ovary ovoid, 10-loculed; style short,
stigma oblong
¢ Flowering Period: March to May
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth, cylindric branchlets, sometimes slightly angled, glabrous; spines axillary,
solitary or paired, straight, stout and sharp
e Colour: Grey
e Thickness: 10-12 mm
Habitat
e Height: Up to 12 meters
e Distribution: Throughout India except Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh.

1. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for digestive issues and other ailments.
2. Culinary: The fruit pulp is used in various dishes and beverages.
3. Cultural: Considered sacred by Hindus and Buddhists.
4. Ornamental: Planted for its attractive foliage and fragrant flowers.
Fun Facts
The tree is known as the "Stone Apple" due to its hard, stone-like fruit.
The fruit takes about 11 months to ripen, reaching maturity in December.
The tree can grow up to 13 meters tall with slender drooping branches.
The leaves emit a pleasant aroma when crushed.
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o Scientific Name: degle marmelos
e Common Name: wood apple

e Marathi Name: sof
e Family: Rutaceae
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