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109. Tamarindus indica
e Scientific name: Tamarindus indica
e Marathi name: [
e Common name: Tamarind
e Family: caesalpiniaceae

Leaf and Arrangement

e Leaves: Paripinnate, alternate.

o Stipules: Lateral, minute, cauducous.

e Rachis: 8-13 cm long, slender, glabrous, pulvinate.

o Leaflets: 20-34, opposite, sessile, estipellate; lamina 1.5-4 x 0.4-1.3 cm, oblong, base
unequal, apex obtuse, margin entire, glabrous, chartaceous.

e Veins: Lateral nerves 10-15 pairs, pinnate, slender, obscure, looped at the margin forming
intramarginal nerve; intercostae reticulate, obscure.

Fruit
e Type: Pod.
e Shape: Oblong.
e Size: 10-15x 1-2 cm.
e Colour: Reddish-brown.
e Features: Fruit wall crustaceous, mesocarp pulpy, endocarp septate, leathery, indehiscent.

e Seeds: 3-8 or more, obovoid-orbicular, compressed, brown.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
e Flowering: April to June.
¢ Fruiting: October to December.
Bark Structure
e Bark: Brown to brownish-black, rough with vertical fissures.
e Branchlets: Warty, tomentose.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Native of Tropical Africa; introduced and widely grown in India and
other parts of the tropics.
¢ Indian Distribution:
o States: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Assam, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Meghalaya, Odisha.
o Local Distribution: Throughout Assam and all districts of Kerala.
Uses
1. Culinary: The pulp is used in various cuisines around the world for its sweet and tangy
flavor.
2. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for its digestive and anti-inflammatory properties.
3. Woodworking: The wood is used for making furniture and other wooden items.
4. Metal Polish: The pulp is used as a natural metal polish.
Fun Facts
e Monotypic Genus: Tamarindus is the only species in its genus.
e Pollination: The flowers are likely pollinated by insects, especially honeybees.
¢ Frost Sensitivity: Young trees are sensitive to frost, but older trees are more cold-resistant.
o Dispersal Agents: In Southeast Asia, monkeys are among the chief dispersal agents of the
fruit.
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