11. INDIAN ROCK FIG

o Scientific Name: Ficus arnottiana
e Common Name: Indian Rock Fig.

e Marathi Name: s URIY

e Family: Moraceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate, spiral.

o Stipules: 3-5 cm long, lateral, reddish-green, glabrous, caducous, leaving annular
scars.

o Petiole: 3-10 cm long, slender, red, not articulated, glabrous.

o Lamina: 6-20 x 5-13 cm, broadly ovate, base deeply cordate, apex caudate-
acuminate, margin entire, slightly undulate, glabrous, coriaceous.

e Veins: 5-7-ribbed from base, lateral nerves 5-8 pairs, pinnate, slender, prominent,
intercostae reticulate, prominent.

e Type: Syconium.
e Colour: Yellowish-brown when ripe.
e Size: 5-7 mm across.
e Achenes: Smooth.
Flowering and Fruiting Period

o Flowering: December to April.

e Fruiting: December to April.
Bark Structure

o Bark: Grey-brown, smooth, tuberculate-lenticellate; blaze pink; latex milky.
Inflorescence / Flower

o Flowers: Unisexual; inflorescence a syconia, in axillary pairs or crowded near the
apex, sessile or shortly pedunculate, globose, glabrous, orifice plane.

o Bracts: 3, 1 x 2-2.5 mm, ovate, thin, eventually caducous.

o Flowers of 4 kinds: Tepals red, more or less gamophyllous, 3-4 lobed, fleshy.

o Male Flowers: Sessile, around the orifice and sparsely scattered in the interior
of the syconia; stamens 1, subsessile; anthers 2-celled, ovate-oblong,
dehiscence longitudinally.

o Female Flowers: Sessile, sparsely scattered in the interior of syconia, cream,
somewhat reddish on stylar side; ovary superior, depressed globose; style
filiform; stigma flat.

o Gall Flowers: Stalked.

o Neuter Flowers: Few.

Habitat

¢ Global Distribution: Asia (India, Sri Lanka).

o Indian Distribution: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand.

Uses

1. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for treating various ailments.
Ornamental: Often planted for its attractive foliage and fruit.
Ecological: Provides habitat and food for wildlife.
Cultural: Used in religious and cultural practices.

v




RUE

Chanvd

gt wdbesr Iz

5. Soil Conservation: Helps in preventing soil erosion on rocky slopes.
Fun Fact
o Misidentification: Often mistaken for the Peepal tree (Ficus religiosa) due to similar
leaf shape, but can be distinguished by the color of the leaf-stalk and veins which are
bright pink to red in Ficus arnottiana.
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