112. PEACOCK CHASTE TREE

e Scientific name: Vitex altissima
e Marathi name: Solal

e Common name: tall chaste tree
e Family: verbenaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Compound, palmate
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Shape: Elliptic or elliptic-oblong leaflets
o Size: Leaflets acute at both ends; no specific measurements provided
e Texture: White-woolly on the underside
o Additional Features: Winged rachis; 3-5 foliate

e Type: Drupe
e Shape: Ovoid
o Characteristics: Contains hard seeds
e Fruiting Period: September to December
Flowers
o Shape: Whitish flowers tinged with blue, borne in hairy panicles
o Colour: Whitish with blue tinge
o Characteristics: Slightly hairy
o Flowering Period: April to May
Bark Structure
o Branchlets: Quadrangular and channeled
Habitat
e Height: Up to 40 meters
o Distribution: Found in Assam and Meghalaya, and the Deccan Peninsula in India;
grows up to an altitude of 1200 meters in the hills

Uses

1. Medicinal: Bark used for treating rheumatic swellings.

2. Timber: Wood used in construction, cabinet making, furniture, and turnery.
3. Ornamental: Popular as an ornamental tree.

4. Dye: Yellow dye extracted from the wood.

5. Ayurvedic Medicine: Leaves and roots used in traditional medicine.
Fun Facts
e Height: Can grow up to 30 meters tall.
o Common Names: Known as Peacock Chaste Tree, Tall Chaste Tree, and other local
names in various languages.
o Distribution: Native to the Indomalayan realm, including Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and New Guinea
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