113. Ficus macrocarpa

e Scientific name: Ficus macrocarpa
e Marathi name: sTlgh

e Common name: Indian Laurel Fig
e Family: Moraceae

Leaf and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate, spiral.

o Stipules: 10-15 mm long, lateral, ovate-lanceolate, glabrous or edges ciliate, leaving
an annular scar when shed.

o Petiole: 10-15 mm long, glandular at the apex below, glabrous, flattened above,
slender, not articulated.

o Lamina: 4-12 x 2-5 cm, elliptic, elliptic-ovate, elliptic-obovate or obovate, base acute
or obtuse, apex acute, obtusely acute or retuse, margin entire, undulate, glabrous,
coriaceous.

e Veins: 3-5 ribbed from the base, lateral nerves 5-9 pairs, pinnate, slender, secondary
laterals as prominent as primary, looped near the margin, intercostae reticulate,
prominent.

o Type: Syconium (fig).
o Shape: Globose.
e Size: 8-10 mm across.
o Colour: Pink with yellow shades when ripe.
o Features: Glabrous, sessile in axillary pairs, with 3 flat apical bracts, and 3 ovate-
lanceolate, obtuse, persistent basal bracts.
e Flowers: Unisexual, with male and female flowers in the same receptacle.
o Male Flowers: Numerous, near the mouth of the receptacle, with 3 tepals and
1 stamen.
o Gall Flowers: Similar to male flowers but with a short style.
o Female Flowers: Smaller perianth and elongated style.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: March to May.
o Fruiting: March to May.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Grey to greyish-brown, smooth.
e Blaze: Dull yellow.
o Latex: Milky.
o Branchlets: 2-3 mm thick, angled, glabrous.
Habitat
e Global Distribution: Evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, also in plains.
o Distribution:
o Global: Indo-Malesia to Pacific Islands and South China.
o India: Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala (all
districts).
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Ornamental Plant: Widely used in parks, gardens, and as bonsai.
Shade Tree: Commonly planted as a shade tree in tropical and subtropical regions.
Medicinal Uses: Used in traditional medicine in parts of Asia.
Bird Habitat: Fruits attract birds, aiding in seed dispersal.
. Landscaping: Used for topiary, hedges, and screening.
Fun Facts
o Banyan Habit: Known for its banyan habit, producing aerial roots that can form
additional trunks.
o Large Specimens: Some specimens can grow to be over 100 feet tall with extensive
root systems.
o Invasive Species: Considered invasive in some regions due to its ability to spread
rapidly.
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e Scientific name: Ficus macrocarpa
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e Family: Moraceae
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