114. KHAIR

e Scientific name: Acacia catechu
e Marathi name: @T

e Common name: Cutch tree

e Family: Fabaceae

Leaf and Arrangement

o Leaves: Bipinnate, alternate, stipulate.

o Stipular Spines: Slightly infra axillary, paired, 3-10 mm long, straight or hooked.

e Rachis: 8-19.5 cm, slender, pulvinate, downy, grooved above with a gland near the
base.

o Pinnae: 10-20 pairs, 3.6-8 cm long, opposite, downy, slender with a gland between
the terminal 6 pairs on the lower side.

o Leaflets: 30-50, opposite, paripinnate, sessile, 2.5-8 x 0.5-1.5 mm, linear-oblong,
base unequally truncate, apex round, obtuse or mucronate, margin entire, pubescent,

chartaceous.
o Lamina: Linear-oblong, with obscure lateral nerves.
Fruit
o Type: Pod.

o Shape: Flat, straight, unlobed or sinuate along margins.
e Size: 5-10x 1-1.6 cm.
+ Colour: Brown.
o Features: Thin-walled, beaked at apex, narrowed at base into a stipe, dehiscent.
o Seeds: 3-10, orbicular or ovate, flattened.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: Pale yellow flowers, sessile, in long solitary or in groups of 2-4 axillary
spikes.
e Fruiting: March to September.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Dark greyish-brown to dark brown, rough, about 1.3 cm thick, exfoliating in
long, narrow rectangular strips.
o Blaze: Brownish-red.
e Branchlets: Brown, glabrous.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Dry deciduous forests.
o Indian Distribution: Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan.
Uses
1. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for treating diarrhea, dysentery, and digestive
problems.
2. Dyeing: Heartwood contains tannins used for dyeing fabrics and leather.
3. Gum: Produces gum known as "kattha," used in food and as a natural preservative.
Fun Facts.
o Nitrogen Fixing: Helps improve soil fertility by fixing atmospheric nitrogen.
e Cultural Significance: Used in traditional Ayurvedic and Unani medicines.
e Erosion Control: Deep roots help stabilize soil and prevent erosion.
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