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12. Syzygium caryophyllatum
e Scientific name: Syzygium caryophyllatum
e Common name: South Indian Plum

e Marathi name: 33

e Family: Myrtaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Opposite, estipulate
Petiole: Up to 3 mm long, stout, glabrous
Lamina: 3-8 x 1.3-3.5 cm, obovate or obovate-oblong
Base: Attenuate or acute
Apex: Obtuse, obtusely acute or emarginate
Margin: Entire
Texture: Glabrous, coriaceous, brown on drying, pellucid-dotted
Lateral Nerves: Many, close, slender, prominent looped at the margin forming intramarginal
nerve
¢ Intercostae: Reticulate

e Type: Berry
e Shape: Globose
e Size: 5 mm across
e Color: Black
e Fruiting Period: February to January
Flowers
¢ Color: White
e Size: 5 mm across
¢ Shape: Bisexual, in terminal corymbose cymes, inflorescence branches moderately thick,
ascending
Calyx Tube: 2-2.5 mm long, turbinate, no thick disc
Petals: Calyptrate
Stamens: Numerous, bent inwards at the middle when in bud, 2.5-3.5 mm long
Ovary: Inferior, 2-celled, ovules many
Style: 1
Stigma: Simple
e Flowering Period: February to January
Bark Structure
e Texture: Thick, rough
e Colour: Reddish-brown
Habitat
e Height: Up to 6 meters
e Distribution: Peninsular India and Sri Lanka; common throughout the Western Ghats
Uses
1. Edible Fruit: The fruit is edible and can be consumed fresh.
2. Medicinal Uses: Used in traditional medicine for its antioxidant properties.
3. Ornamental: Often planted for its attractive foliage and flowers.
4. Shade and Windbreak: Commonly used as shade and windbreak trees.
Fun Facts
¢ Local Names: Known as "Kuntala" or "Kuntu Nerale" in the coastal regions of Karnataka.
e Clove-Scented: The leaves have a clove-like scent.
e Endangered Status: Listed as endangered by the [UCN
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