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16. MODGI

e Scientific name: Casearia tomentosa
e Marathi name: #1353y

e Commonly Name: Toothed Leaf Chilla

o Family: Salicaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Lanceolate-ovate to elliptic

Size: 5-22 x 2.5-8.5 cm

Colour: Green above, paler beneath, glabrous on both surfaces when mature

Margin: Subentire or distantly crenate to serrate

Apex: Obtuse with shortly acuminate apex

Base: Obtuse and somewhat oblique, rarely cuneate

Texture: Subcoriaceous when mature, densely lineolate pellucid, sparsely pubescent to

densely tomentose

Petiole: 3-10 mm long, sparsely pubescent to densely tomentose

e Stipules: Minute, caducous

e Veins: Lateral veins 8-12 on either side of the midrib, impressed above and prominent
beneath, veins densely reticulate

Fruit
e Type: Capsule
¢ Shape: Ellipsoid
e Size: 1.5-2.8 cm across
e Colour: Yellow when ripe
e Characteristics: 2-3 valved, dehised valves naviculate, many seeds
e Fruiting Period: April to August
Flowers
e Colour: Greenish-white
e Size: 5-8 mm across
e Shape: Perigynous, clustered in dense axillary glomerules; sepals 5, imbricate, broadly
elliptic, persistent, pubescent, about 3 mm long; petals absent
e Characteristics: Stamens 8, connate below, filaments filiform, persistent, about 2 mm long;
staminodes villous with tuft of hairs at apex, shorter than the filaments, about 1.5 mm long;
ovary superior, unilocular, 3 carpellary, glabrous, about 1 mm long; style short, stigma
capitate
e Flowering Period: February to April
Bark Structure
¢ Texture: Angular branchlets, pubescent, tomentose or glabrescent, sometimes velutinous
tomentose when young
¢ Colour: Brown
Habitat
e Height: Up to 8 meters
e Distribution: Dry deciduous forests to scrubs, altitude up to 900 meters; found in Asia (India,
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka)
Uses
1. Medicinal Uses: The plant has various medicinal properties. It is used to treat
diabetes, ringworm, ulcers, wounds, snake bites, and feverl. A decoction of the root
bark is taken for diabetes, and the stem bark juice is applied to treat ringworm.
2. Fish Poison: The fruit juice or fruit powder is used as a fish poison. When added to
water, it kills the fishl.
3. Home Remedies: The bark juice is applied externally to treat oedema (swelling).
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Fun Facts
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Global Distribution: Casearia tomentosa is found in dry deciduous forests and
scrubs in India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

Historical Significance: The species was first identified by William Roxburgh, a
surgeon and botanist, who published his findings in "Flora Indica" while heading the
Calcutta Royal Botanic Garden.

Biodiversity: It is one of the 1,000 species in the Salicaceae family.

Perennial Life Cycle: The plant has a perennial life cycle, meaning it lives for
several years
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o Scientific name: Casearia tomentosa
e Marathi name: #F133f
e Commonly Name: Toothed Leaf Chilla
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