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17. PEEPAL

o Scientific Name: Ficus religiosa
e Common Name: Peepal Tree, Sacred Fig
e Marathi Name: [UU®
e Family: Moraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate, spiral
Shape: Broadly ovate
Size: 5-13 cm long and 4.5-12 cm wide
Base: Truncate or subcordate
Apex: Caudate-acuminate
Margin: Entire, undulate
Texture: Glabrous, shining, coriaceous
Additional Features: New leaves are pink; stipules 1-1.5 cm long, lateral, ovate-lanceolate,
puberulous; petiole 60-120 mm long, stout, glabrous, articulated, with a gland at the apex
below; 5-7-ribbed from base; lateral nerves 8-10 pairs, pinnate, slender, prominent beneath,
looped near the margin, intercostae reticulate, prominent

Fruit
e Type: Syconium
Shape: Obovoid or globose
Colour: Ripens pink, purple, or black
Size: 4-8 mm across
Characteristics: Twig wall thick; achenes smooth
e  Fruiting Period: April to May
Flowers
¢ Male Flowers:
o Size: Tepals 2, stamen 1, filaments 0.2 mm; anther oblong
Shape: Sessile, in one ring
Colour: Reddish tepals
Characteristics: Ostolar; tepals ovate-lanceolate, free
Flowering Period: November to December
¢ Female Flowers:
Size: Tepals 3-4, style 1.5 mm
Shape: Sessile
Color: Brownish tepals
Characteristics: Superior ovary, ovoid-oblong, red-brown; tepals linear-lanceolate,
free
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
¢ Coloussr: Gray
e Additional Features: Exudation milky
Habitat
e Height: Up to 25 meters
e Distribution: Throughout India
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Uses
1. Medicinal: Leaves and bark used in traditional medicine for various ailments.
2. Food: Figs consumed as famine food during periods of food scarcity.
3. Fuel: Wood used as firewood.
4. Latex: Milky juice used to make bird-lime.
5. Tannin: Bark used in tanning.

Fun Facts
1. Sacred Tree: Considered sacred in Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Jainism.
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2. Historical Significance: Gautama Buddha is believed to have attained enlightenment under
this tree.
3. Longevity: Can live between 900 to 1,500 years, with some trees estimated to be over 2,250
years old.
4. Epiphytic Growth: Can grow as an epiphyte on other trees in its early stages.
5. State Tree: The state tree of Odisha, Bihar, and Haryana in India.




“7. PEEPAL

o Scientific Name: Ficus religiosa

e Common Name: Peepal Tree, Sacred Fig
e Marathi Name: iU

e Family: Moraceae
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