19. KAUSHI

e Scientific name: Firminia colorata
e Marathi name: &2
o Commonly known as: Scarlet Sterculia

e Family: Sterculiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple, deciduous

Arrangement: Alternate, clustered at the tips of branchlets

Petiole: 10-30 cm long, slender, pubescent, swollen at the base

Lamina: 10-36 x 8-29 cm, palmately 3-5 lobed

Base: Cordate or subcordate

Lobes: Oblong

Apex: Acuminate, caudate-acuminate

Margin: Entire, glabrous, coriaceous

Venation: 3-8-ribbed from the base, palmate; lateral nerves pinnate, prominent;
intercostae reticulate, prominent

Type: Aggregate of 5 follicles
Colour: Greenish-pink

Size: 6-7.5 cm long

Seeds: 2, ovoid, yellow
Fruiting Period: Feb to June

Flowers

Type: Bisexual

Size: Calyx 2 cm long; flowers large

Shape: Terminal panicled racemes

Colour: Scarlet, clothed with orange-red tomentum

Calyx: Tubular, covered with stellate tomentum, with 5 short lobes
Petals: Absent

Gynandrophore: Slender, bearing about 30 sessile anthers at the rim
Carpels: 5, superior, free, flask-shaped, glabrous, 2 ovules in each carpel
Styles: Short, recurved

Stigma: Acute

Flowering Period: January to June

Bark Structure

()

Texture: Rough, longitudinally fissured

e Color: Grey-black
e Thickness: 20-30 mm
e Outer Bark: Dead, corky
o Inner Bark: Fibrous, creamy white, with radial narrow triangular rays
o Blaze: Creamy-yellow, fibrous
Habitat
e Native Range: Common in the forests of the Western Ghats and the Deccan
e Height: Up to 25 meters
e Branches: Spreading
Uses
1. Fiber Production: Branches yield fiber of inferior quality.
2. Fodder: Young leaves used as fodder in India.
3. Ornamental: Popular in gardens for its bright orange flowers.
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4. Sacred Plant: Regarded as sacred by Hindus and Ceylonese.
5. Medicinal Uses: Traditional uses in herbal medicine.

Fun Facts

Flower Smell: The flowers have a faint odor, unlike some other Sterculia species
which have a strong smell.

Pollinators: Attracts pollinators like bees, birds, and fruit flies.

Leaf Shedding: Sheds leaves before flowering, creating a striking contrast with its
bright flowers
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19. KAUSHI

e Scientific name: Firminia colorata
o Marathi name:shi2ft

e Commonly known as: Scarlet Sterculia, Bonfire Tree, Colored Sterculia, Indian Almond
e Family: Malvaceae (Cacao family)
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