92 Forent

2. SICKLE BUSH

o Scientific name: Dichrostachys cinerea
e Marathi name: gia STeel

e Commonly known as: Sicklebush
e Family: Fabaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Bipinnate
e Arrangement: Alternate, stipulate
e Stipules: 2, minute, lateral
Rachis: 30-65 mm, slender, pulvinate, pubescent
Pinnae: 5-15 pairs, 1.5-2 cm, opposite, even pinnate, slender, pulvinate, pubescent, with a gland
between each pair
e Leaflets: 24-50, opposite, sessile, estipellate
e Lamina: 0.2-0.3 x 0.1 cm, oblong, base obtuse, apex acute, margin entire, ciliate, tomentose,

chartaceous
e Nerves: Obscure
Fruit
e Type: Pod

e Shape: Linear, flat, coiled, continuous within, indehiscent or opening from apex
e  Characteristics: Seeds 4-6, ovoid, compressed
e Fruiting Period: October to January
Flowers
Color: Upper flowers bisexual, yellow; lower flowers neuter, pink or purple
Size: 2 mm across
Shape: Polygamous, in solitary or axillary paired spikes
Characteristics: Bracts oblong; calyx tube campanulate, lobes 5; petals 5, lanceolate connate below,
pubescent, valvate; stamens 10, free, exserted, anthers ending in stalked glands; ovary 0.5 mm,
subsessile, pubescent; style 3 mm; stigma terminal, truncate
e Flowering Period: October to January
Bark Structure
e Texture: Grey or brownish, with vertical fissures, peeling off in thin flakes
Habitat
e Height: Up to 6 meters
e Distribution: Found in scrub jungles from plains to 300 meters; common in India and Sri Lanka

1. Animal Fodder: The leaves and young pods are nutritious and are often used as fodder for livestock,
including cattle and goats.

2. Firewood and Charcoal: The dense wood is a good source of firewood and charcoal, providing a
reliable fuel source in many rural areas.

3. Soil Improvement: The tree is used in agroforestry systems to improve soil fertility through nitrogen
fixation and as a windbreak to reduce soil erosion.

4. Traditional Medicine: Various parts of the plant are used in traditional medicine to treat ailments such
as headaches, snake bites, and respiratory infections.

5. Crafts and Construction: The wood is used for making tools, handles, and fencing, thanks to its
hardness and durability.

Fun Facts

1. Unique Flowers: The species is known for its distinctive two-colored flower spikes, which have
yellow flowers at the top and pink or purple flowers at the bottom.

2. Invasive Species: In some regions, including parts of Africa and Australia, Dichrostachys cinerea is
considered an invasive species due to its aggressive growth.

3. Resilience: The sicklebush can survive in a variety of harsh environmental conditions, including
drought and poor soils, making it highly adaptable.

4. Thorny Defense: The tree's thorny branches provide protection from herbivores, which makes it a
good choice for living fences or natural barriers.
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