20. SATVIN
e Scientific Name: Alstonia scholaris

e Marathi Name: cdquT

e Commonly Known As: Blackboard Tree, Devil's Tree
e Family: Apocynaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple, evergreen
¢ Shape: Obovate, oblanceolate or obovate-oblong
e Size: 5-20x 3-7 cm
e Base: Cuneate or attenuate
o Apex: Obtuse or emarginate
o Margin: Entire, glabrous, subcoriaceous
o Veins: Lateral nerves many, slender, prominent, glabrous, parallel, looped near the
margin forming intramarginal nerves; intercostae reticulate, obscure
e Petiole: 5-12 mm long, stout, glabrous
e Arrangement: Whorled

o Type: Two linear, narrow, pendulous follicular mericarps
e Colour: Green

o Size: 30-40 cm long

e Seeds: 5-6 mm long, flat, commate at both ends

o Flowers
o Type: Bisexual
o Size: 10-12 mm long
o Shape: Terminal umbellate cymes
o Colour: Greenish-white
o Calyx: Cupular, lobes 5, ovate, unequal, obtuse, puberulous, glandular
o Corolla: Salver-shaped, 4 mm across, lobes 5, obovate to orbicular, creamy yellow,
spreading
e Stamens: 5, included; anthers narrowly cordate
o Carpels: 2, free; ovules many
o Style: Filiform; stigma obconic
o Flowering Period: October
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough, irregularly cracked, and shallowly fissured
o Colour: Grey-brown
e Thickness: 10-15 mm
o Other Features: Blaze creamy yellow; outer layer thin, corky; inner layer brittle;
latex milky white
Habitat
o Native Range: Found in most parts of India
e Height: Up to 30 meters
e Environment: Prefers warm, humid climates; often found in gardens and parks
o Other Features: Branches and leaves are whorled; the tree has a very regular
branching pattern, which gives it a beautiful shape
Uses
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Traditionally used for various diseases.

Commonly planted as an ornamental tree.

Used for making blackboards.

Bark collected in monsoon season is less toxic.

. Sacred tree of the 2nd Jain tirthankar Ajitnatha.

Fun Facts

State tree of West Bengal, India.

e Highly toxic if consumed in large quantities.

o In some places, the trunk is triangular in cross-section.
o Flowers are very fragrant, similar to Cestrum nocturnum.
o Provides nesting sites for wild bees.
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