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21. MACARANGA

Scientific Name: Macaranga peltata

Marathi Name: dIcds
Common Name: Macaranga, Umbrella tree, Shield leaf tree
Family: Euphorbiaceae (Spurge Family)
Leaves and Arrangement
o Leaves: 20-50 x 12-21 cm, circular or broadly ovate, entire or minutely dentate.
o Arrangement: Alternately arranged.
e Venation: Palmately 9-nerved.
e Petiole: Attached on the lower surface of the leaf, not at the base.
e Young Parts: Velvet hairy.

o Type: Capsule.
e Colour: Blackish seed.
o Size: Capsule 4-5 mm across, spherical, 2-valved.

Flowers
o Size: Male flowers 5-6 mm long, numerous.
o Shape: Long panicles in leaf axils, clustered racemes.
o Colour: Bright pink to lilac, tinged with white, usually with a diffuse pale yellow spot
at the base of the standard petal; calyx glabrous, green, often tinged red.
o Flowering Period: January to February.
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth
Habitat
e Native Range: India, Sri Lanka, Sikkim to Western Indo-China.
e Preferred Environment: Grows in regions where it can be used for flavouring food
by wrapping and steaming it in its leaves.
Uses and Fun Facts
1. It provides shelter and food for various insects and birds.
2. Traditionally used in folk medicine to treat wounds and skin conditions.
3. Can be used in agroforestry systems to improve soil fertility and provide shade for
other crops.
4. Leaves are sometimes used in wrapping and packaging local produce.
5. Acts as a pioneer species in reforestation efforts, helping to stabilize soil and promote
the growth of other plant species.
Fun Fact: The large leaves of Macaranga peltata resemble umbrellas, earning it the common
name "Umbrella Tree."
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* Image credit: India biodiversity portal




