22. BIBBA

o Scientific name: Semecarpus anacardium
e Marathi name: fssdT

e Commonly known as: Marking Nut
e Family: Anacardiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
o Shape: Obovate
o Arrangement: Alternate distichous
e Apices: Rotund
o Bases: Chordate
e Margins: Entire
o Surface: Thick, rusty villous beneath
o Size: Moderate-sized tree
Flowers
o Inflorescence Type: Terminal panicles
e Color: Greenish
e Flowering Period: May to July

o Type: Drupe
¢ Shape: Globose, ovoid, reniform
e Size: Moderate
o Receptacle: Fleshy
e Seed: 1, nut
e Fruiting Period: May
Bark Structure
e Color: Brown
o Latex: Acrid, dries black
Habitat
e Height: Moderate-sized tree, up to 20 meters
o Distribution: Found on slopes up to 750-1000 meters, from India to Malaysia and
Australia
e Environment: Occasional to common in moist deciduous and semi-evergreen forests

1. Dye Production: The fruits are used as a dye.
. Traditional Medicine: Widely employed in Indian medicine for various treatments.
3. Edible Parts: The fleshy cups on which the nuts rest and the kernels of the nuts are
consumed.
4. Immunity Building: The fruit is placed in hot embers, and infants are briefly exposed
to the smoke produced to help build their immunity.

Fun Facts

1. Natural Varnish: By tapping the stem, an acrid and sticky juice is collected, which is
then processed to prepare a varnish.

2. Dhobi Nut: The nut produces a strong, bitter substance used all over India as a
substitute for marking ink by washermen, giving it the nickname "Dhobi Nut."
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3. Traditional Dye: The same substance is also used as a dye, especially in traditional
cloth marking and dyeing practices.

4. Edible Parts: Despite the plant’s toxicity, certain parts like the fleshy cups and
kernels are consumed in various regions.
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2. qRui® 3itwer: Afae ITaREdT HRA JveiAsd AlgAT AR aTaRe
ST,
3. WIGH HTT: hosiedl A Sl &eledr faar for Ferear Jqehsarn
STHET Shell SATAl.
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GTohdT &l ATfeTel Seldel ST,

2. adlY A fomar @ AlgAT YAUNER Fus fegifohd HoImard! amuRen Sidr,
SAHS Tl "UIe A" § AUl fAere.

3. URYIRE W AT YAl aTR IRUTRS ®us fegifehd 30T [ETquaTATST
hell ST,

4. @IET AW Fci=ar TANqum=Ar STecild, HEr T S8 6T AT 9
30T fSgTaT JohsT el YSAHEY Wieell STl
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