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25. AIN

e Scientific name: Terminalia elliptica
e Common name: Indian laurel

e Marathi name: 0T

e Family: Combretaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Opposite to subopposite, exstipulate
Petiole: 10-20 mm long, stout, grooved above, glabrous
Lamina: 13-20 x 5-13 cm, oblong, oblong-ovate, elliptic-oblong or elliptic-ovate
Base: Oblique
Apex: Acute, round, or obtuse
Margin: Entire or crenulate
Texture: Glabrous, coriaceous, midrib with 2 stalked glands near the base beneath
Lateral Nerves: 10-20 pairs, parallel, prominent
Intercostae: Scalariform, prominent

Fruit
e Type: Drupe
¢ Shape: Longitudinally 5-winged, glabrous; wings equal, thin, pubescent, lines on the wings
horizontal
e Size:3.5x5.5cm
e Colour: Reddish-brown
e Characteristics: Apex round, coriaceous; seed one
e Fruiting Period: April to May
Flowers
¢ Colour: Dull yellow
e Size: 2-3 mm across
¢ Shape: Bisexual, in terminal and axillary paniculate spikes
o Peduncle: Tomentose
e Characteristics: Bracteoles 1-2 mm long, linear or subulate; calyx tube 1-2 x 1-1.8 mm,
angled, base pubescent, constricted above the ovary, lobes 5, ovate, yellow, densely villous
inside; petals absent; stamens 10 in 2 rows; filaments 4-5 mm; disc 5-lobed, villous; ovary 2.5
mm long, inferior, densely villous, 1-celled; ovules 2 or 3, pendulous; style 4 mm, subulate;
stigma small
e Flowering Period: April to May
Bark Structure
e Texture: Very rough, deeply vertically fissured, horizontally cracked, forming tessellated,
thick flakes
o Colour: Surface grey-black; blaze red
Habitat
e Height: Up to 30 meters
e Distribution: India: North East and Central India, South India; Bangladesh, Indo-China,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand

1. Wood: Used for furniture, cabinetwork, joinery, paneling, specialty items, boat-building,
railroad cross-ties, decorative veneers, and musical instruments.
2. Leaves: Food for Antheraea paphia (silkworms) which produce tassar silk (Tussah).
3. Medicinal: Bark used against diarrhea.
4. Dye and Tanning: Bark and fruit yield pyrogallol and catechol for dyeing and tanning
leather.
Fun Facts
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e Girth Dependent Water Storage: A survey at Bandipur National Park showed a girth-
dependent increase in water storage
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