26. TOON TREE

e Scientific Name: Toona ciliata
e Common Name: Toon tree

e Marathi Name: gﬁ?r

e Family: Meliaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Paripinnate
e Arrangement: Alternate, clustered at the tips of branchlets, estipulate
¢ Rachis: 13-90 cm long, slender, grooved above, glabrous, swollen at base
o Leaflets: 12-30, opposite or subopposite, estipellate
o Petiolule: 7-20 mm long, slender, grooved above, glabrous
o Lamina: 7-16 x 2-7 cm, ovate, ovate-lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate, base oblique,
apex acuminate, margin entire or serrate, chartaceous, glossy above, pale beneath
o Lateral Nerves: 10-15 pairs, pinnate, slender, prominent, intercostae reticulate, faint

e Type: Capsule
e Shape: 5-valved
e Size: 1.8-3x 1.5 cm
e Characteristics: Seeds many, oblong, thin, winged at both ends
e Fruiting Period: February to May
Flowers
e Size: 8 mm across
o Shape: Bisexual, in terminal or axillary drooping panicles
o Colour: White
o Characteristics: Peduncle up to 2 cm; pedicel up to 2 mm long; calyx cupular; lobes
5, ovate, tomentose, margin ciliate; petals 5, white, 5 x 3 mm, oblong, spreading,
ciliate, imbricate; stamens 5, free, inserted on the top of disc; filaments subulate;
anthers oblong, versatile; disc thick, 5-lobed, pubescent; ovary superior, ovoid, 2 mm
long, pubescent, 5-celled, ovules 8-12 per cell, pendulous; style short, stigma discoid
o Flowering Period: February to May
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough, exfoliating in large flakes, fibrous
e Colour: Reddish-brown
o Additional Features: Blaze pink-red with white streaks and strong smell
Habitat
e Height: Up to 30 meters
o Distribution: India (Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tripura) and
Nepal

1. Timber: Used for high-quality furniture and construction.
2. Medicinal: Traditional uses in herbal medicine.
3. Ornamental: Popular as an ornamental tree in parks and gardens.
4. Cultural: Used in traditional ceremonies and crafts.

Fun Facts
1. Deciduous Nature: One of Australia's few native deciduous trees.
2. New Leaf Growth: New leaf growth is reddish pink in colour.
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