27. Calophylum inophyllum

Scientific Name: Calophyllum inophyllum
Common Name: Oil-nut

Marathi Name: 381
Family: Calophyllaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
o Leaves: Simple, alternate, broadly elliptic-oblong or obovate.
Size: 6-15 x 3-10.5 cm.
Base: Cuneate to rounded.
Apex: Rounded, acute, slightly emarginate, retuse, or sub-acute.
Margin: Entire, slightly recurved and margined.
Texture: Coriaceous, glabrous.
Midnerve: Channelled above, raised beneath.
Lateral Nerves: 4-20 pairs.
Petioles: Flat, 1-1.7 cm long, glabrous.

e Type: Drupe.
« Shape: Globose to obovoid, short apiculate.
e Size: 2.5-5x 2.5-4 cm.
o Texture: Smooth.
o Stone: Subglobose, approximately 2 cm across.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: December to January.
e Fruiting: December to January.
Bark Structure
e Bark: Smooth or with boat-shaped fissures, brown to pale grey.
o Exudate: Milky or yellow.
e Branchlets: Compressed, slightly flat or 4-angled, glabrous.
Inflorescence / Flower
e Racemes: Axillary, 5-12 cm long, (5-)7-12 flowered.
o Flowers: Polygamous, 2-2.5 cm across, white, fragrant.
e Bracts: Ovate, 3-4 mm long, caducous.
e Pedicels: 1-3 cm long, glabrous.
o Sepals: 4, reflexed; outer pair ovate to suborbicular, concave, 5.5-6.5 x 4.5-6.5 mm,
nerved; inner subelliptic, 9-15 x 7.5-9.5 mm, petaloid, nerved.
o Petals: Usually 4, rarely 3 or 5, obovate to elliptic or oblong, reflexed, 9-12 x 5-9
mm, rarely glabrous, nerved.
e Stamens: (175-) 210-360(-440); filaments 3.5-5.5 mm long, connate for 1.5 mm into
4-6 bundles, cream coloured; anthers rounded or retuse at apex, 0.7-2 mm long.
e Ovary: Globose-depressed, 2.5-3 x 2.8-3 mm, stipitate.
o Style: 4.5-6.5 mm long.
o Stigmas: Peltate, 3-5 radiate, 0.7-2 mm across.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Paleotropics, including Asia (Cambodia, China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam); Oceanic
Islands; Africa (Madagascar); Australasia.




o Indian Distribution: Found in various states including Kerala (Kottayam,
Alappuzha, Palakkad, Kasaragod, Kollam, Kannur, Thiruvananthapuram,
Malappuram, Kozhikkode, Thrissur, Ernakulam), Maharashtra (Kolhapur), Karnataka
(Mysore, N. Kanara, S. Kanara), Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and in regions like Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep.

1. Timber: Used in shipbuilding and construction.
2. Medicine: Leaves and bark used in traditional medicine.
3. Oil: Seeds produce tamanu oil, used for skin care.
4. Dye: Bark and leaves used to produce natural dyes.
Fun Fact
« Historical Significance: The tree has been spread by the migrations of the
Austronesian peoples for traditional shipbuilding
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