28. TAMHAN

e Scientific name: Lagerstroemia speciosa
e Marathi name: dT&gUT

e Commonly known as: Pride of India
e Family: Lythraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Large leaves
e Shape: Broad, ovate to elliptic
e Colour: Turns red before they drop in the winter
e Arrangement: Alternate

o Type: Capsule

e Colour: Green turning to brown as they mature

e Size: 2-3 cm in length

o Fruiting Period: Typically in the late summer and early fall
Flowers

o Size: Large, crinkled flowers

e Shape: Showy, with 5-7 crinkled petals

o Colour: Various shades of pink, purple, and white

o Flowering Period: Summer
Bark Structure

o Texture: Smooth, often peeling

e Colour: Spotted, reddish-brown

e Other Features: Valuable timber commercially used
Habitat

e Native Range: Tropical regions

o Height: Grows up to 50 feet, can be kept smaller by trimming

e Environment: Prefers warm, humid climates, often found in gardens and parks

1. Popular for its attractive flowers and foliage4

2. Leaves and bark used in traditional medicine for treating various ailments3
3. Wood used for construction and railroad ties

4. Helps in soil conservation and provides shade

5. Often planted in gardens and parks for its aesthetic value

Fun Facts
e The name "Queen's Flower" is derived from the Latin epithet "speciosa," meaning
beautiful.

o Flowers are pollinated by large bees.

o Fast-growing tree, reaching up to 40-60 feet in height.
o Leaves turn attractively red before falling in winter.

o Begins around 15 years of age
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