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29, Pithecellobium dulce

e Scientific name: Pithecellobium dulce
e Common name: Madras thorn

e Marathi name: SITT®! SI&d!

e Family: Fabaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
¢ Characteristics: Deciduous but foliage is persistent, as new leaves appear while the old ones
are being shed, giving the tree an evergreen appearance
Shape: Broadly ovate to round
Size: 6-36 x 3-24 cm
Base: Obliquely cordate or subcordate
Apex: Acute
Margin: Double serrate or crenate-serrate
Texture: Glabrescent above and hoary pubescent beneath, coriaceous
Additional Features: At the base of each leaf is normally found a pair of short, sharp spines,
though some specimens are spineless

Fruit
e Type: Pod
e Shape: Irregularly shaped and flattened, set in spirals of 1 to 3 whorls
e Size: 10-15 cm long x 1-2 cm wide
e Color: Greenish-brown to red or pinkish
e Characteristics: Each pod contains about 10 seeds
¢ Fruiting Period: June
Flowers
e Size: 1.0-1.5 mm in diameter
e Shape: Small spherical glomerules, forming short axillary panicles of 5-30 cm in length
¢ Color: White-greenish
o Characteristics: Slightly fragrant, with a hairy corolla; 50 thin stamina, connate in a tube at
their basis, surrounded by the green calyx
¢ Flowering Period: March to April
Bark Structure
e Texture: Rough, fibrous
e Color: Dark brown or greyish-brown
Habitat
e Height: Up to 20 meters or more
e Distribution: Native to the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia, and Australia; common in
moist and dry deciduous forests

Uses
1. Culinary: The pulp is used in drinks similar to lemonade.
2. Medicinal: Traditional uses for treating various ailments.
3. Ornamental: Often planted as a street tree due to its drought resistance.
4. Animal Feed: Leaves and seeds are used as livestock fodder.
5. Wood: Used for making furniture and other wooden items.

Fun Facts
¢ Introduction: Introduced to the Philippines and Guam via Manila galleons.
e Invasive Species: Considered invasive in Hawaii
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