o 7 AT

SMRAT

w Carvd
Sl e -
FW @ACot B

o Scientific name: Meyna laxiflora
e Marathi name: gcf
S N

e Common name: Muyna
e Family: Rubiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Opposite
Shape: Elliptic-lanceolate
Size: 4-7.5 x 2-4 cm
Colour: Green, glabrous on both surfaces
Petiole: 1-1.6 cm long
o Stipules: 2-4 mm broad, triangular, with 3-5 mm long acumen
Fruit
e Type: Drupe
Shape: Globose
Size: 2-2.5 cm across
Colour: Greenish-yellow, maturing to a darker shade
Characteristics: Contains 5 one-seeded pyrenes
¢ Fruiting Period: March to May
Flowers
¢ Colour: Greenish-white
e Size: 3-4 mm long (corolla tube)
¢ Shape: In axillary, cymose fascicles; calyx tube cupular with 5 triangular lobes; corolla tube
broad, with hairy throat; 5 ovate, acute lobes
¢ Flowering Period: March to May
Habitat
e Height: Up to 6 meters
¢ Distribution: India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Western Peninsular India)
Uses
1. Medicinal Uses: The plant is used in traditional medicine to treat skin diseases, wounds,
infections, and various ailments due to its antidiabetic, antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory
properties.
2. Edible Fruits: The fruits are edible and can be consumed raw or cooked, often used in
traditional dishes.
3. Ornamental Plant: With its attractive greenish-white flowers, Meyna laxiflora is also
cultivated as an ornamental plant in gardens and parks.
4. Wood Usage: The wood from the tree is sometimes used for making small tools and crafts.
5. Soil Improvement: The plant helps in improving soil fertility and is used in agroforestry
systems.
Fun Facts
1. Butterfly Host: It serves as a larval host plant for the Common Tit butterfly, attracting
various insects like bees, ants, and flies.
2. Wide Distribution: Meyna laxiflora is native to regions like Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Odisha, and Western Peninsular India.
3. Thorny Defense: The small spines on the tree provide protection from herbivores, adding to
its resilience.




o Scientific name: Meyna laxiflora
e Marathi name: gcf
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e Commonly known as: Muyna
e Family: Rubiaceae
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