31. CLOVE

Scientific Name: Syzygium aromaticum
Common Name: Clove

Marathi Name: oTdaT

Family: Myrtaceae
Leaf Description and Arrangement

o Leaf Shape: Lanceolate or narrowly elliptical.

o Leaf Size: Up to 12 cm long.

o Leaf Texture: Glossy green, leathery, and aromatic due to numerous oil glands.

e Arrangement: Leaves are simple, opposite, and gland-dotted.

Fruit Description

o Type: Berry-like structure.

o Colour: Initially green, turning bright red when ready for harvest.

e Size: About 1.5-2 cm long.

o Structure: Long calyx terminating in four spreading sepals and four unopened petals
forming a small central ball.

Flowering Period
o Flowering Time: Begins around the fifth year of the tree's life.
o Flowering Season: Late summer and winter.
Bark Structure
o Bark Texture: Brownish, rough, and irregularly wrinkled longitudinally.
o Bark Appearance: Dry, woody texture.
Habitat

o Native Region: Moluccas (Spice Islands) in Indonesia.

o Cultivation Areas: Indonesia, Madagascar, Tanzania, Sri Lanka, India (Nilgiris,
Tenkasi hills, Kanyakumari districts of Tamil Nadu, Kottayam and Quilon districts of
Kerala).

Uses

1. Culinary: Used to flavor meats, curries, marinades, and baked goods.

2. Beverages: Adds aromatic qualities to hot beverages.

3. Spice Blends: Part of the Chinese five-spice powder and other spice blends.

4. Medicinal: Local anesthetic for toothaches.

5. Essential Qil: Extracted for therapeutic and health benefits.

Fun Facts

1. Cloves were historically used to perfume breath during audiences with the emperor in
ancient China.

2. Clove cultivation was almost entirely confined to Indonesia until the 18th century.

3. Cloves are available throughout the year due to different harvest seasons across
various countries.
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*Image credit : India Biodiversity Portal
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