33. COCONUT

o Scientific Name: Cocos nucifera
¢ Common Name: Coconut

¢ Marathi Name: 1R
o Family: Arecaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Pinnatisect
o Size: 4-6 meters long; leaflets 60-100 x 2.5-5 cm
o Shape: Leaflets reduplicate, base narrow, apex tapering and acute
e Arrangement: Compound

Inflorescence / Flower
o Type: Spadices, interfoliar, 50-100 cm long, panicled; branches to 60 cm long
e Spathe: 60-130 cm long, oblong, woody
e Flowers: Monoecious, subsessile
o Male Flowers: Often paired, up to 8 mm long; sepals about 3 mm long, ovate;
petals 6-8 mm long, ovate, woody, yellowish-brown; stamens 6; pistillode
short, 3-fid
o Female Flowers: 1-3 per branch, basal, globose; perianth-lobes 6, woody;
outer lobes broadly obovate, about 2 ¢cm across; inner lobes reniform, up to 2
cm across; ovary 3-celled, ovule 1 per cell; style short
o Flowering Period: spring

Fruit and Seed
o Type: Drupe
o Shape: Ovoid or globose, trigonous
e Size: Up to 30 cm long
e Color: Not explicitly mentioned
o Characteristics: Pericarp fibrous, endocarp stony; seeds coherent with the endocarp
o Fruiting Period: 6-12 months after flowering

Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth with annular leaf scars

Habitat
o Height: 16-20 meters
o Distribution: Throughout India

Uses
1. Food: Edible seeds, coconut water, coconut milk, and coconut oil
2. Building Materials: Coir from the fibrous husk for ropes, mats, and brushes
3. Fuel: Dried coconut husks (coconut shells) used as fuel
Fun Facts
1. Cultural Significance: Coconuts have religious and ceremonial importance in Hindui
sm and other culture
2. Versatility: Every part of the coconut tree can be used, from the leaves to the roots.
3. Economic Importance: Coconuts are a major economic crop in tropical regions
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