35. HAIRY FIG

e Scientific Name: Ficus hispida

e Marathi Name: ®T3] IR

e Common Name: Rough Fig, Hairy Fig

e Family: Moraceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Type: Simple

e Arrangement: Opposite

o Stipules: 11-15 mm long, interpetiolar, ovate-lanceolate, cauducous, often in whorls
of 4 on the receptacles with leafless branches

o Petiole: 1-4 cm long, stout, hispid, with a subnodal gland

e Lamina: 7-20 x 6-10 cm, oblong, obovate, elliptic-oblong, ovate-oblong, or obovate-
oblong

e Base: Round, subcordate, or cuneate

o Apex: Abruptly acute, acuminate, or cuspidate

e Margin: Subentire to minutely dentate

e Texture: Membranous, scabrid, hispid-pubescent

o Ribs: 3-5-ribbed from base

o Lateral Nerves: 5-6 pairs, pinnate, prominent

o Intercostae: Scalariform, prominent

o Type: Syconium
o Shape: Depressed-globose, base narrowed, sticky pubescent without, faintly ribbed
e Size: 2-2.5 cm across
e Color: Yellow
o Characteristics: Achenes 1.5 mm, lenticular, keeled with prominent hilum
o Fruiting Period: September to May
Flowers
o Type: Unisexual; inflorescence a syconia, dioecious, fascicled on trunk or on
elongated pendulous or trailing leafless branches
e Shape: Depressed-globose
o Size: Male flowers in 2 rings; tepals 3 broad; stamen 1, subsessile; anther oblong,
parallel, unequal; female flowers sessile or stalked; perianth short, tubular to 2 mm,
glabrous; ovary depressed-globose, superior, red-brown; style 1.5 mm long, hairy;
stigma clavate; gall flowers same as female but larger and distinctly stalked
e Peduncle: 5-15 mm long, stout
o Flowering Period: September to May
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth
e Color: Grey
e Additional Features: Blaze yellow; exudation milky; young shoots hispid; internodes
of branchlets hollow
Habitat
o Height: Up to 10 meters
o Distribution: Evergreen to semi-evergreen forests up to 1200 m.
Uses
1. Medicinal: Leaves and latex are used in traditional medicine for treating skin
conditions and digestive issues.
2. Food: The fruit is consumed by various birds and animals, aiding in seed dispersal.
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3. Shade: Provides good shade in agroforestry systems.
4. Soil Stabilization: Helps in preventing soil erosion along riverbanks.
5. Cultural: Sometimes used in religious and cultural practices.
Fun Fact
o Unique Pollination: Ficus hispida has a unique mutualistic relationship with specific
wasp species for pollination. The wasps lay their eggs inside the fruit, and in turn,
pollinate the flowers.
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