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36. BLACK WATTLE

e Scientific name: Acacia mangium
* Marathi name: %3 et

e Commonly known as: Black Wattle, Hickory Wattle, Mangium
e Family: Mimosaceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Size: 10-20 cm long, 5-10 cm broad
o Shape: Narrowly elliptic to elliptic
e Colour: Light or dark green

e Veining: Prominently veined

o Type: Not explicitly described in the provided text
e Colour: Not explicitly described in the provided text
e Size: Not explicitly described in the provided text
e Fruiting Period: Not explicitly mentioned in the provided text
Flowers
e Size: Spikes up to 6-10 cm long
o Shape: Grouped in spikes, singly or in pairs in the leaf axils near the branch tips
e Colour: Not explicitly described in the provided text
o Flowering Period: Annually, usually at the end of the rainy season or the early part
of the dry season
Bark Structure
o Texture: Lightly furrowed
o Colour: Reddish brown
Habitat
e Native Range: Mexico and South America
e Growth: Fast-growing, medium-sized evergreen tree
o Height: Reaches up to 30 meters in height in its native range
e Crown: Symmetrical with relatively light limbs
¢ Lower Bole: Often fluted

1. Strong wood used for furniture, doors, window frames, and flooring.
2. High cellulose content, ideal for paper production.
3. Enhances soil fertility through nitrogen fixation.
4. Leaves and pods used as nutritious feed.
5. Bark and leaves used in traditional medicine for their antimicrobial and anti-
inflammatory properties.
Fun Facts
o Thrives in harsh environments, aiding ecological restoration.
o Improves soil fertility, benefiting neighbouring plants.
e Can grow in degraded soils and recover tropical lands.
e Seeds can survive fires, floods, droughts, and even bulldozers.
o Bark used for coarse rope, string, and adhesives.
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* Image credit: India biodiversity portal




