37. GOVERNOR'S PLUM

e Scientific name: Flacourtia indica
e Marathi name: hIhY

e Commonly known as: Governor's Plum
e Family: Salicaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
e Shape: Oval to round
e Size: Upto 12 cm long
e Margin: Toothed
e Colour: Red or pink when young, becoming leathery as they mature
o Petiole: Up to 2 cm long
e Texture: Smooth or densely velvety

e Type: Drupe
e Shape: Round
e Colour: Reddish to reddish-black or purple when ripe
e Size: Up to 2.5 cm across
e Characteristics: Fleshy with persistent styles
e Fruiting Period: May to August
Flowers
o Type: Unisexual or occasionally bisexual
e Arrangement: Male flowers in 0.5-2 cm long racemes in leaf axils; female flowers in
short racemes or solitary
o Sepals: 5-6, broadly ovate, 1.5-2.5 mm long and broad
o Styles: 4-8, central, fused at the base, spreading, up to 1.5 mm long
o Flowering Period: December to March
Bark Structure
o Texture: Powdery, may become flaking
o Colour: Pale grey, may become brown to dark grey, revealing pale orange patches
e Characteristics: Smooth or densely velvety vegetative parts
Habitat
o Native Range: Southeastern Asia, from India and Sri Lanka east to southwestern
China and Vietnam, and south through Thailand to Malaysia and Indonesia
o Height: Usually 3-5 m tall, sometimes up to 10 m

1. Treats coughs, colds, snake bites, diarrhoea, and arthritis.
2. Eaten raw or cooked, used in jams, jellies, and wines.
3. Used as firewood.
4. Feeds livestock.
5. Consumed as a fruit.
Fun Facts
e Also known as Batok plum, Indian plum, and Ramontchi.
e Can grow up to 15 meters tall.
e Similar to lime or lemon tree thorns, causing a stinging pain if touched.
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