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38. KUMBH

Scientific name: Careya arborea
Marathi name: &7

Commonly known as: Wild Guava, Ceylon Oak
Family: Lecythidaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate, clustered at the tips of branchlets
e Shape: Obovate, oblong-obovate
e Size: 15-30 cm long and 5-15 cm wide
e Base: Cuneate or attenuate and decurrent on petiole
e Apex: Round or shortly acuminate
e Margin: Crenate-serrate
e Texture: Glabrous, membranous
e Additional Features: Lateral nerves 10-12 pairs, parallel, prominent; intercostae reticulate,
prominent; petiole 10 mm long, slender, pubescent; branchlets pubescent

e Type: Berry
¢ Shape: Globose
e Colour: Green
e Size: 5-7.5 cm across
e Characteristics: Pericarp fibrous, crowned with sepals and style
e  Fruiting Period: June
Flowers
e Size: 5-10 mm across
¢ Shape: Bisexual, in terminal spikes
e Colour: Greenish-white
¢ Characteristics: Campanulate calyx tube, glabrous; adnate to ovary and not produced beyond
the ovary; lobes 4, ovate, imbricate; petals 4, elliptic-oblong, revolute along margin,
cauducous; stamens numerous in several rows, slightly connate at base, inserted on the top of
calyx; filaments subulate, purple, exserted; inner and outer rows without anthers; ovary
inferior, 4-5-celled, ovules many in each cell; style long, filiform; stigma capitate
¢ Flowering Period: March to April
Bark Structure
e Texture: Rough, exfoliations small, more or less triangular; fibrous
e Colour: Brownish, blaze reddish-brown, stratified
e Thickness: 10-12 mm
Habitat
e Height: Up to 12 meters
Uses
1. Bark and fruit used in Ayurvedic medicine for treating wounds, conjunctivitis, mouth ulcers,
diarrhoea, and urinary tract diseases.

2. Valued for its timber, used in construction and furniture-making.
3. Grown as an ornamental tree for its fragrant flowers and attractive foliage.
4. Flowers used in perfumes due to their sweet fragrance.
5. Flowers attract pollinators, and the tree provides habitat and food for various insects and
animals
Fun Facts

e A mature tree can reach up to 45 meters in height.
¢ Rapid growth in the first 6-8 years.
e Features in Indian religions and folklore
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