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4. Sterculia guttata
o Scientific name: Sterculia guttata
* Marathi name: I

e Commonly known as: Spotted Sterculia

e Family: Malvaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate
Stipules: Lateral, ensiform, cauducous
Petiole: 25-50 mm long, stout, swollen at both ends, stellate-tomentose
Lamina: 12-25 x 6-15 c¢m, broadly ovate-oblong, ovate or broadly obovate-oblong
Base: Obtuse, subcordate, or truncate
Apex: Acuminate or caudate-acuminate
Margin: Entire
Surface: Glabrous above, stellate-tomentose beneath, coriaceous
Nerves: 3-5-ribbed from the base, prominent; lateral nerves 5-7 pairs, pinnate, prominent;
intercostae scalariform, prominent

o Type: Aggregate of 1-5 radiating follicles

e Size: Obovoid

¢ Color: Red tomentose, smooth and pink within

e Seeds: Ovoid, black, smooth, shining

e Fruiting Period: September to March, follicles available during August to September

Flowers
e Inflorescence Type: Simple cymes of 3, also on peduncle of short rusty-pubescent axillary
racemes

e Color: White, dotted with pink
e Calyx: Greenish outside, reddish inside, campanulate, clothed with stellate hairs, united to the
middle; lobes 5, acute, ultimately reflexed
o Petals: Absent
e Male Flowers: Staminal column recurved, anthers 10-12 arranged at tip, column hairy at
apex
o Bisexual Flowers: Ovary 5, free, superior, globose, strigose with stellate hairs; gynophore
stout, round; style stout, deflexed
e Flowering Period: September to March, flowers occur during spring
Bark Structure
e Thickness: 15-25 mm
e Color: Greyish-brownish
e Texture: Smooth, exfoliating in thin scales
e Blaze: Pink, radially streaked
¢ Branchlets: Stellate-tomentose
Habitat
e Height: Up to 20 meters
e Environment: Indomalayasia region, Western Ghats
¢ Distribution: Throughout the Western Ghats
Uses of Sterculia guttata
1. Medicinal Uses: The bark and leaves of Sterculia guttata are used in traditional medicine to
treat fevers, coughs, colds, and rheumatism. The leaves can be boiled to make a calming tea.
2. Cordage and Cloth: The bark of the tree yields strong, white fibers that are used to make
coarse cloth and cordage.
3. Ornamental Plant: Due to its attractive flowers and foliage, it is often used as an ornamental
plant in gardens and parks.
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4. Food Source: The seeds are edible and can be consumed raw or roasted. They are rich in oil
and have a flavor similar to peanuts

5. Insecticide: Extracts from its seeds have been tested for use as an insecticide against
mosquito larvae.

Fun Facts

1. Common Names: Sterculia guttata is also known as Spotted Sterculia, Bloody Drop Ordure
Tree, and Peenari.

2. Distribution: It is native to regions like India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

3. Flower Color: The flowers are white with pink dots, giving them a unique appearance
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