41. MULBERRY

o Scientific Name: Morus alba
e Common Name: White Mulberry
e Marathi Name: ?j,?ﬁ
¢ Family: Moraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
o Shape: Narrow to broad, ovate
e Base: Truncate to shallowly cordate
e Apex: Obtuse, acute, or shortly acuminate
e Margin: Regularly serrate or crenate-serrate or irregularly double-serrate
e Texture: Upper surface glabrous, midrib and principal veins pubescent, secondary
veins and ultimate veinlets glabrous
e Additional Features: Crisped hairy, filiform petiole (1-3.5 cm long); stipules
lanceolate, brownish membranous and hairy
Fruit
o Type: Sorosis
Shape: Ovoid
Colour: White to pinkish-purple or black
Size: 5-8 mm across
Characteristics: Sweet and edible
e Fruiting Period: June to August (Summer Season)
Flowers
o Male Flowers:
o Size: Catkins 10-20 mm long (including slender, hairy peduncle); sepals
broadly ovate, about 2.5 mm long
Shape: Lax flowers
Colour: Not explicitly mentioned
Characteristics: Sepals free, cucullate, obtuse, glabrous to hairy; staminal
filaments equal to sepals, with ovate, exserted anthers
+ Female Flowers:
o Size: Catkins 5-10 mm long, with slightly longer peduncle
o Shape: Ovoid
o Characteristics: Sepals suborbicular, as long as or slightly larger than male
flowers, glabrous or ciliate on margins; ovary with glabrous free styles
o Flowering Period: March to April
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough, vertically fissured
e Colour: Dark grey-brown
e Additional Features: Tender twigs hairy to glabrescent
Habitat
e Height: 8-15 meters, rarely up to 20 meters
e Distribution: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal
Uses and Fun Facts
1. Silk Production: Leaves are the primary diet for silkworms used in silk production.
2. Edible Fruit: Berries are eaten fresh or used in pies, jams, and wine.




RUE

Clhamve

gt wdbesr Iz

Traditional Medicine: Used in traditional Chinese medicine for boosting energy
levels.

Nutritional Benefits: Believed to lower blood sugar and fat levels, support brain
function, and prevent bone loss.

Rapid Pollen Release: Pollen is released at speeds greater than half the speed of
sound, making it the fastest known movement in the plant kingdom.
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