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43. Garuga pinnata
o Scientific name: Garuga pinnata
* Marathi name: $3%

e Commonly Name: Grey downy balsam
e Family: Burseraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Imparipinnate
Arrangement: Alternate, crowded at the tips of branchlets
Stipules: 5 mm, falcate
Rachis: 15-30 cm long, pubescent
Leaflets: 11-21, opposite, petiolule 1-2 mm, slender, pubescent
Lamina: 2.8-14.8 x 1.5-6 cm, oblong-lanceolate, oblong or ovate-lanceolate
Base: Oblique, cuneate or subacute
Margin: Crenate or serrate
Texture: Pubescent, chartaceous
Lateral Nerves: 12-18 pairs, parallel, prominent
Intercostae: Reticulate, prominent
Leaf Galls: Copious

Fruit
e Type: Drupe
¢ Shape: Oblong or irregularly globose, horned
e Size: Not specified
¢ Colour: Greenish-yellow
o Characteristics: Pyrenes 2 or 3; seed one, with a membranous wing
e  Fruiting Period: January to August
Flowers
e Colour: Yellow
e Size: 4 mm across
e Shape: Polygamous, in axillary panicles up to 15 cm
e Characteristics: Bracts linear to 2 mm; calyx campanulate, tomentose, deciduous; lobes 5,
ovate; petals 5, oblong-lanceolate, tomentose, thickened and inflexed at apex; disc crenate,
yellow; stamens 10, inserted on calyx tube; filaments 1.5 and 2.5 mm, pubescent; ovary
superior, globose, pilose, 5-celled, ovules 2 in each cell; style pubescent; stigma 5-lobed
e Flowering Period: January to August
Bark Structure
e Texture: Shallowly longitudinally furrowed, exfoliating in large irregular flakes
e Colour: Grey or brown; blaze orange-red
Habitat
e Height: Up to 25 meters
e Distribution: India (Assam, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab)
Uses & Fun Facts:
o Edible Fruits: The fruits of Garuga pinnata are edible and can be consumed raw, boiled, or pickled.
They are often compared to gooseberries in taste
¢ Support for Pepper Plants: In India, Garuga pinnata is commonly used as a support for growing
pepper plants (Piper nigrum).
e Medicinal Uses: The tree has various medicinal properties and is used to treat conditions like
kidney stones, prostate enlargement, and asthma.
e Wood and Tannins: The wood from large Garuga pinnata trees is used for making furniture due to
its handsome appearance and durability. The bark is also a source of tannins.
¢ Insect Galls: The tree often develops galls caused by insects, which provide habitat and food for
these insects. This unique interaction with insects adds to the ecological significance of the tree




43. Garuga pinnata
o Scientific name: Garuga pinnata
* Marathi name: $5%
e Commonly Name: Grey downy balsam
e Family: Burseraceae
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