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44. Muntingia calabura
o Scientific name: Muntingia calabura
e Marathi name: 9IRI

e Commonly known as: Bird's Cherry
e Family: Muntingiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

o Type: Simple

e Arrangement: Alternate

e Shape: Lanceolate or ovate

o Apex: Long-pointed

e Base: Oblique

o Type: Berry

e Colour: Red or sometimes yellow

e Size: 1-1.25 cm wide

o Characteristics: Smooth, thin, tender skin; light-brown, soft, juicy pulp with a very
sweet, musky, somewhat fig-like flavor; filled with exceedingly minute, yellowish

seeds
o Fruiting Period: Nearly all year round
Flowers

o Shape: Resembles strawberry bloom

o Colour: White petals with green sepals and many prominent yellow stamens

o Characteristics: Flowers last only one day, petals falling in the afternoon

o Flowering Period: late spring to early summer
Bark Structure

o Characteristics: Slender proportions, with spreading, nearly horizontal branches
Habitat

o Height: 25-40 feet

o Environment: Thrives in poor soils without care; drought-resistant but not salt-

tolerant

1. Edible Fruit: Consumed raw or made into jam.

2. Medicinal: Leaves have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and antispasmodic
properties.

3. Ornamental: Used as an ornamental tree due to its attractive flowers and fruit.

4. Animal Food: Seeds dispersed by birds and fruit bats.

5. Fuel: Wood used as fuel.

Fun Facts

e Common Names: Also known as Panama berry, strawberry tree, ornamental cherry.

o Introduction: Although native to tropical America, it has been introduced and
naturalized in Southeast Asia and other tropical regions.

e Vernacular Names: Known by various names in different regions, such as "Mti
kivuli" in Swabhili and "Aratilis" in Filipino
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* Image Credit : India Biodiversity Portal




