45. MAHUA

Scientific name: Madhuca longifolia
Common name: Mahua

Marathi name: In%T
Family: Sapotaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
o Leaves: Simple, alternate.
Size: 6-15 x 1.5-4 cm.
Shape: Narrowly oblong, elliptic, oblanceolate, or obovate.
Apex: Rounded to acuminate.
Base: Cuneate.
Texture: Glabrous when mature; midrib and petiole silky hairy at first.
Veins: Lateral nerves about 10-12 pairs; venation reticulate.
o Petioles: Slender, 1-2.5 cm long.
Fruit
o Type: Yellow, oblong, or oblong-ellipsoid.
e Size:3.5x1.7-2.3 cm.
e Seeds: Ochraceous, ovoid, slightly compressed, one edge straight, the other curved,
with short curved beak at both ends, shining.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: March to June.
o Fruiting: March to June.
Bark Structure
o Bark: The description of the bark structure is not provided in detail.
Inflorescence / Flower
o Flowers: Solitary in axils of small deciduous bracts.
o Pedicels: Slender, 3-5 cm long, somewhat thickened toward the apex, glabrous, erect
at first then drooping.
o Sepals: Ovate, 8 x 6 mm, acuminate; outer pair usually nearly glabrous and darker,
the inner finely tomentose and paler.
o Corolla: Yellowish, whitish, or yellowish green, fleshy; tube inflated, 8 mm long;
lobes 8-12, oblong, about as long as the tube, obtuse, erose.
e Anthers: 16-24, those of the upper whorl sessile, hairy.
o Style: Exserted 2 cm.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Sri Lanka, India, Tropical Himalaya.
o Indian Distribution:
o State: Kerala
Districts: Idukki, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta
Mabharashtra: Thane
Karnataka: Chikmagalur, Hassan, N. Kanara, Shimoga, S. Kanara
Kerala: Idukki, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta
Tamil Nadu: All districts.
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Uses
1. Food: Flowers used to make alcoholic beverages and sweet preserves.
2. Medicine: Bark, flowers, and leaves used in traditional medicine for treating various
ailments.
3. Cosmetics: Oil extracted from seeds used in soaps, shampoos, and creams.
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4. Livestock Feed: Sced cake used as livestock feed.
5. Fuel: Wood used as firewood and charcoal.
Fun Fact
o The flowers of Mahua are edible and are used by tribals to make syrup for medicinal
purposes.
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