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47. MOGLI ERANDI

e Scientific name: Jatropha curcas
e Marathi name: #FTell W3

e Common name: Purging Nut
e Family: Euphorbiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate
Shape: Cordate (heart-shaped) to sub-orbicular (almost round)
Size: Lamina 12-15 x 10-13 cm
Margin: Entire
Apex: Acute
Base: Cordate
Colour: Adaxially (upper surface) green, abaxially (lower surface) light green
Petiole: 15-19 cm long, approximately 0.3 cm diameter, base swollen to about 0.5 cm
diameter
e Nerves: 5 prominent nerves
Fruit
e Type: Capsule
e  Fruiting Period: April to June
Flowers
e Inflorescence Type: Terminal clusters
e Male Inflorescence: Approximately 6.5 cm long, branched, peduncle about 0.4 cm diameter,
glabrous
¢ Female Inflorescence: Approximately 10 cm long, bracts about 1.4 cm long, 0.4 cm
diameter, green
e Male Flowers: Approximately 1.4 cm long with pedicel, green; calyx 5, green, about 0.4 cm
long, asymmetrical, glabrous; corolla 5, green, about 0.5 cm long, pubescent inside; glands 5
at the disk, arranged circular, about 0.1 cm, yellow, shiny; stamens 9, approximately 0.5 cm
long, 4 free, 5 fused filament
e Female Flowers: Approximately 1.4 cm long with pedicel, green; calyx 5, about 0.5-0.8 cm
long, unequal, green; corolla 5, about 0.6 cm long, green, pubescent inside; glands 5 at disk,
about 0.1 cm diameter, yellow; ovary approximately 25 cm, green; style 3, about 0.1 cm, bi-
partite, green, connate at the base
e Flowering Period: April to June
Bark Structure
e Stem: Circular, glabrous (smooth and hairless)
Habitat
e Native Region: India (Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh); also found in America and Cuba
e Environment: Commonly found in various habitats ranging from deciduous forests to
scrublands

1. Biodiesel Production: The seeds contain 27-40% oil, which can be processed to produce
high-quality biodiesel fuel.

2. Medicinal Uses: Traditionally used in medicine for treating various ailments, though all parts

of the plant are toxic if ingested.

Animal Feed: Non-toxic varieties can be used for animal feed.

Furniture and Tools: The wood is used to make furniture and tools.

Hedge Plant: Often planted as a hedge to prevent soil erosion.
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Fun Facts

1. Historical Name: The specific epithet "curcas" was first used by Portuguese doctor Garcia de
Orta over 400 years ago.

2. Desert Resilience: It is highly resistant to aridity, allowing it to grow in desert regions.

3. Toxicity: The plant contains phorbol esters, making it toxic and causing strong vomiting and
diarrhoea if ingested.

4. Intercropping: Can be intercropped with other cash crops like coffee, sugar, fruits, and
vegetables.

5. Global Spread: Originally native to the American tropics, it has been spread worldwide and

is naturalized in many tropical and subtropical regions
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