49. Nux Vomica
o Scientific name: Strychnos nux-vomica

e Marathi name: W

e Commonly Name: Nux Vomica
e Family: Loganiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite
« Shape: Elliptic to broadly elliptic or elliptic-ovate
e Size: 5-14 cm long and 2-9 cm wide
o Base: Acute to attenuate
e Apex: Acute or obtuse
e Margin: Entire
e Texture: Glabrous, shiny, coriaceous; 3-5 nerved from base, prominent, glabrous;
intercostae reticulate
e Petiole: 5-13 mm long, slender, glabrous

o Type: Berry
o Shape: Globose
e Colour: Yellowish-red or orange
e Size: 3-5 cm across
o Characteristics: Glabrous; seeds 3 or 4, orbicular, flat, shiny, greenish-white, coin-
like, 2-2.5 cm diameter
o Fruiting Period: March to December
Flowers
o Type: Bisexual
o Colour: Greenish-white
o Arrangement: Terminal sessile cymes
e Characteristics: Sessile, tomentose
e Bract: 5 mm; bracteole 1.5 mm
o Calyx Lobes: 4, | mm long, triangular, acute, pubescent
o Corolla: Greenish-yellow, tube 10 mm long, longer than lobes, slightly hairy near the
base within; lobes 4, 4 x 1.5 mm, oblong, acute
o Stamens: 4, anthers sessile inserted at the throat of corolla tube
e Ovary: 2-celled, ovules many in each cell
o Flowering Period: March to December
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth or scurfy with lenticels
e Colour: Yellowish or blackish-grey, blaze creamy yellow
Habitat
o Native Range: Not explicitly mentioned in the provided text
e Height: Up to 20 meters
o Environment: Medium-sized deciduous tree, commonly found in forests and open
areas
Uses
1. Used in alternative medicine, though claims are not supported by medical evidence.
Seeds used in arrow poison.
Seeds used in baits to kill feral mammals.
Source of alkaloid strychnine.
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5. Fleshy pulp of ripe fruits is edible, though seeds are highly toxic.
Fun Facts

1. Contains highly poisonous alkaloids strychnine and brucine.
Toxic fruit eaten by monkeys and birds.
Use of strychnine is highly regulated in many countries.
Promoted within alternative medicine despite lack of evidence.
Long history of medicinal use despite extreme toxicity
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49, Nux Vomica

o Scientific name: Strychnos nux-vomica
* Marathi name: $defl

e Commonly known as: Nux Vomica
e Family: Loganiaceae
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