50. REETHA
o Scientific name: Sapindus trifoliatus
e Marathi name: T

e Commonly Name: Soapnut
e Family: Sapindaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Paripinnate
e Arrangement: Alternate
« Shape: Elliptic-oblong, elliptic-lanceolate, elliptic or lanceolate
o Size: 6.5-25 cm long and 2.5-11.5 cm wide
o Base: Oblique, round or acute
e Apex: Acuminate
e Margin: Entire
o Texture: Glabrous, chartaceous; lateral nerves 6-17 pairs, pinnate, ascending,
prominent; secondary laterals prominent; intercostae reticulate, prominent
e Petiole: 2-5 mm long, stout, glabrous

e Type: Drupe

o Shape: Globose

o Colour: Greenish-yellow, fulvous hairy when young, wrinkled when ripe

o Size: 16-18 mm across

o Characteristics: Seeds 2-3, globose, black

e Fruiting Period: December to April

Flowers

o Type: Polygamous

¢ Colour: Greenish-white

e Arrangement: In axillary or terminal panicles

o Characteristics: Panicles densely pubescent; sepals 5, pubescent outside, glabrous
within, ovate, unequal, in 2 series, much imbricate; petals 5, linear-lanceolate, softly
woolly on the inner surface except the claw, scales minute or absent; disc concave,
margin fleshy, hirsute; stamens 8, inserted within the disc; filaments free, pilose;
anthers oblong; ovary superior, tomentose, not lobed, 2-3-celled, ovule 1 in each cell;
style terminal, stigma 2-3 lobed

o Flowering Period: December to April

Bark Structure

e Texture: Brittle or semi-fibrous

e Colour: Greyish-brown; blaze creamy yellow

¢ Characteristics: Branchlets lenticellate

Habitat
o Height: Up to 18 meters
Uses

1. Seeds are rich in saponins, used to make soap.
Treats lice, dandruff, and has anti-inflammatory properties.
Used in herbal shampoos.
Potential anti-cancer and anti-diabetic properties.
5. Used as a natural cleaning agent.
Fun Facts
1. Seeds are used both in the wild and cultivated for soap making.
2. Used by Unani physicians for centuries.
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Important for its saponins and fixed oil content.

Often planted for ornamental purposes
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50. REETHA

o Scientific name: Sapindus trifoliatus
e Marathi name: 3137

e Commonly Name: Soapnut
e Family: Sapindaceae
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