51. JACKFRUIT

o Scientific name: Artocarpus heterophyllus
e Common name: Jackfruit
e Marathi name: U

e Family: Moraceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Stipules: 3-5 cm long, lateral, ovate-lanceolate, sheathing, glabrous, cauducous
o Petiole: 20-40 mm long, stout, grooved above, glabrous
e Lamina: 8-23 x 3-13 cm, obovate, obovate-oblong, or elliptic-ovate
o Base: Acute, round, or cuneate
e Apex: Acute or obtuse
e Margin: Entire
e Texture: Glabrous and shining above, scabrous beneath
o Lateral Nerves: 6-8 pairs, pinnate, prominent, arched
o Intercostae: Scalariform, prominent

o Type: Sorosis
o Shape: Oblong, tuberculate, with conical tubercles
e Size: 30-45 x 20-25 cm
o Colour: Yellowish-green, with the fruiting perianth yellow to light orange, fleshy
o Characteristics: Seeds 10-12 x 8-10 mm, elliptic-oblong, smooth, glossy
e Fruiting Period: June to August (Summer Season)
Flowers
e Colour: Yellowish-green
e Size: Minute
¢ Shape: Unisexual, in spikes enclosed by spathe-like bracts
o Characteristics: Male flowers from young branches, catkin narrow-cylindric;
perianth 2-lobed, puberulous; stamen 1; filament somewhat flattened, stout; anthers
ovate-oblong. Female catkins from the trunk and mature branches, more massive,
perianth with strongly projecting conical apex; ovary 0.3 mm, superior, globose-
obovoid; style exserted; stigma spathulate
o Flowering Period: March to April
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough, deeply fissured, exfoliating in large thick flakes
e Colour: Blackish-grey, mottled with green and black; exfoliated surface orange-red,
blaze pinkish-yellow
o Exudation: Milky white latex
o Additional Features: Trunk with warty tubercles; branchlets glabrous
Habitat
o Height: Up to 25 meters
e Distribution: Throughout India, except Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Sikkim
Uses
1. Food: Both ripe and unripe fruits are consumed. Ripe fruit is sweet and used in
desserts, while unripe fruit is cooked as a vegetable4.
2. Meat Substitute: Canned green jackfruit has a mild taste and meat-like texture, often
used as a meat substitute.




3. Wood: Durable wood used for furniture and construction.
4. Medicinal: Seeds and other parts used in traditional medicine.
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Fun Facts
1. Largest Tree-Borne Fruit: Jackfruit is the largest tree-borne fruit in the world.
2. High Yield: A mature tree can produce up to 500 fruits in a year.
3. Versatile: The fruit can be eaten fresh, canned, or processed into various products like
noodles and chips.
4. Historical Name: The name "jackfruit" comes from the Portuguese word "jaca,

derived from the Malayalam term "chakka".
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