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54. FISHTAIL PALM

e Scientific name: Caryota urens
e Common name: Fishtail Palm

e Marathi name: Q?_('ﬁrﬂ_({

e Family: Arecaceae

Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Bipinnate
o Size: 4-6 m long; pinnae 5-7 pairs, to 1.5 m long
o Shape: Leaflets broadly cuneate, fan-shaped, 12-20 cm long, 7-10 cm wide at wider
portion, raemose at apex, many ribbed
e Arrangement: Compound

Inflorescence / Flower
o Type: Spadices, shortly peduncled, much branched; spathes few, 40-50 cm long
o Shape: Flowers many, in triads with female flower in the middle; sepals 3, rounded,
imbricate; petals linear-oblong, valvate
o Size: Inflorescence to 4 m long
o Flowering Period: January to April

Fruit and Seed
o Type: Berry, stalked, ovoid or globose
e Shape: Globose, reddish-purple
e Size: Fruit c. 2 cm across; seeds plano-convex, subreniform
e Fruiting Period: January to April

Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth with annular leaf scars

Habitat
e Height: 16-20 meters tall
o Distribution: Common in open evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, up to 1400 m

Uses
1. Sugary Syrup: The sap can be boiled into a sugary syrup known as kithul treacle.
2. Alcoholic Beverage: The sap can also be fermented to produce toddy, an alcoholic dri
nk.
3. Building Material: The trunk can be used for building purposes.
Edible Parts: The pulp of the fruit is edible and can be dried and powdered.
5. Fishing Rods: The leaves can be trimmed and dried to make fishing rods.

b

Fun Facts
o Unique Name: The epithet "urens" is Latin for "stinging," referring to the irritant che
micals in the fruit
e Monocarpic Nature: The plant dies after flowering and fruiting once.
o FElephant Food: Elephants are known to eat both the leaves and the pulp of this plant




54. Fishtail Palm

e Scientific name: Caryota urens
e Common name: Fishtail Palm

e Marathi name: Y1 Al

e Family: Arecaceae
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