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55. SIRIS
e Scientific name: Albizia lebbeck
e Common name: Lebbeck Tree
e Marathi name: RRI

e Family: Mimosaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
¢ Type: Bipinnate
e Arrangement: Alternate, stipulate
e Stipules: Small, free, lateral, cauducous
e Rachis: 7-9 cm long, slender, grooved above, with a gland at its base, glabrous, pulvinate
e Pinnae: 2-4 pairs, 5.5-12 cm long, slender, glabrous, opposite, even pinnate
e Leaflets: 8-20, opposite, estipellate, even pinnate, petiolule to 1 mm long, a gland in between
each leaflets
e Lamina: 2.7-5 x 1-2.5 cm, obliquely oblong, base of one half cuneate, other round, apex
obtuse, margin entire, glabrous above and slightly pubescent beneath, coriaceous
e Midrib: Towards distal margin
o Lateral Nerves: 6-8 pairs, pinnate, slender, prominent
¢ Intercostae: Reticulate
Fruit
e Type: Pod
e Shape: Flat, oblong, compressed, base and apex obtuse, turgid above the seeded region
e Size: 20-30 x 4-5 cm
¢ Colour: Straw colored
e Characteristics: Seeds 8-12, 6-10 x 5-8 mm, ovate, dull dark brown, flattened
¢ Fruiting Period: December to January
Flowers
e Colour: Greenish-white
Size: Subglobose heads, 3.5-3.7 cm long
Shape: Bisexual, solitary or 2-4 together in axillary corymbose racemes
Peduncle: 6-8 cm
Bracts: Linear, cauducous
Pedicels: To 3 mm
Calyx Tube: Funnel-shaped, pubescent, 3-4.5 x 1.5-3 mm, teeth triangular
Corolla: Infundibuliform, 7-10 mm long, greenish, lobes 5, lanceolate, pubescent without
Stamens: Many, filament tube shorter than corolla tube, filaments long exserted, green or
pink
Anthers: Very small
Ovary: Subsessile, glabrous
Style: 2.5 cm, filiform
Stigma: Minute
e Flowering Period: April to May
Bark Structure
e Texture: Rough, deeply fissured, exfoliating in irregular semi brittle scales
e Colour: Yellowish-brown; blaze pinkish-yellow
Habitat
e Height: Up to 25 meters
e Distribution: Throughout India, except Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim

Uses
1. Timber: Used for producing timber in India and Pakistan
2. Medicinal: Bark extracts have anti-inflammatory properties
3. Forage: Leaves used as fodder
4. Environmental Management: Cultivated as a shade tree
5. Honey Production: Produces nectar and pollen, making it a honey tree
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Fun Facts

The pods and seeds produce a rattle-like sound when agitated by the wind, leading to the
nickname "woman's tongue tree".

In Tamil Nadu, the tree is known as "vaagai," meaning "victory," and garlands made from its
flowers were worn by ancient kings to celebrate victories.

The tree is also known as "Shak Shak Tree" in the West Indies and parts of South America
due to the sound of the seeds.
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* Image Credit: India Biodiversity Portal




