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56. SONERI TAAD

o Scientific name: Chrysalidocarpus lutescens
e Marathi name: 9l 18

e Common name: Golden Cane Palm
e Family: Arecaceae (Palm Family)
Leaf Description & Arrangement
o Type: Pinnately compound
Size: Leaves are 2-3 meters (6-10 feet) long
Shape: Lanceolate (lance-shaped) leaflets
Colour: Yellow-green to dark green with yellow midribs
Arrangement: The leaflets are arranged in a "V" shape along the rachis (central axis),
with 40-60 pairs of leaflets.
Fruit Description
e Type: Drupe
o Size: Approximately 0.5-1 inch (1.3-2.5 cm) long
e Colour: Yellow/gold to dark purple/black when ripe
Flower Description
e Size: Small, clustered in panicles
o Shape: Yellow flowers arranged in a panicle (a type of inflorescence)
e Colour: Bright yellow
e Flowering Period: Summer
Bark Structure
o Appearance: Cane-like stems with prominent nodes, similar to bamboo
e Colour: Yellowish or pale grey-brown, with a waxy bloom
Habitat
o Native Region: Madagascar
o Preferred Environment: Moist, well-drained soils in bright, partly shaded areas
o Growth Conditions: Tolerates full sun but prefers partial shade; thrives in warm
climates with medium to high humidity

1. Ornamental Plant: Widely used as an indoor and outdoor ornamental plant due to its
attractive, arching fronds.

2. Air Purification: Known for its air-purifying properties, it helps remove toxins like
formaldehyde, benzene, and carbon monoxide from the air.

3. Traditional Medicine: In some cultures, parts of the plant are used in traditional
medicine to treat ailments like fever, dysentery, and jaundice.

4. Hedge and Privacy Screen: Can be used as a hedge or privacy screen in tropical and
subtropical gardens.

Fun Facts

1. Many Names: It's known by several names, including Butterfly Palm, Golden Cane
Palm, and Bamboo Palm.

2. Endangered Status: Although it's widely cultivated, it is considered near threatened
in its native Madagascar.

3. Bird Food: In its introduced range, it provides fruit for birds like Pitangus sulphuratus
and Coereba flaveola.

4. Award Winner: It has received the Royal Horticultural Society's Award of Garden
Merit.

5. Growth Habit: It grows in tufts of 4-20 plants, creating a vase-like shape
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