57. Ixora javanica
¢ Scientific name: Ixora javanica

e Marathi name: STTcgI{ehT SFERT

e Commonly known as: Javanica Flame of the Woods
e Family: Rubiaceae (Coffee family)
Leaves and Arrangement

o Type: Simple

e Arrangement: Opposite

o Shape: Elliptic-oblong or oblong-ovate

e Size: 7.5-17 cm long by 2.5-7 cm wide

e Texture: Herbaceous, hairless

o Base: Narrowed

o Tip: Tapering

e Venation: 9-10 pairs of lateral veins

e Petiole: Short, with 4 mm long stipules that are strongly pointed

e Type: Drupe
o Colour: Reddish-purple
e Size: 1 cm across
e Fruiting Period: Throughout the year in suitable condition
Flowers
o Type: Bisexual, non-fragrant
e Arrangement: Loose panicle carried on a flower-cluster-stalk 1-4 cm long, short-
hairy
¢ Shape: 4-merous with a short sepal-cup tube, ovate sepals
o Size: Flower tube 2.5-3.5 cm long, petals 6-8 mm long
o Colour: Orange-red, sometimes pink or yellow; anthers pale orange
o Style: 5 mm long, slightly protruding
e Flowering Period: May to September
Habitat
o Native Range: E Himalaya to W Malesia
o Height: Shrub 1-3 m high or treelet up to 11 m high
e Environment: Occurs in forests, on hillsides and ridges, and on alluvial sites along
rivers and streams at elevations up to 700 m; widely cultivated as a garden plant

1. Ornamental Plant: Popular for gardens and indoor decoration.

2. Butterfly Host Plant: Attracts butterflies and serves as a host plant for caterpillars.

3. Bonsai: Suitable for bonsai cultivation.

4. Container Plant: Ideal for container gardening.

5. Landscaping: Used in landscaping for its vibrant flowers and attractive foliage.
Fun Facts

o Butterfly Attraction: Known for attracting butterflies due to its nectar-rich flowers.

o Host Plant: Hosts the slug moth caterpillar, which has venomous spines.

o Indoor Plant: Can be grown indoors with proper care, making it a versatile plant for

different environments
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