58. Ficus exasperata

e Scientific name: Ficus exasperata
e Common name: Sandpaper tree

e Marathi name: hdd

e Family: Moraceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate spiral to opposite or subdistichous.

o Stipules: Short, paired, lateral, caducous.

o Petiole: 1-6.5 cm long, slender, not articulated.

e Lamina: 5.5-19 x 3-9 cm, elliptic, ovate, oblong-lanceolate, or obovate; base acute,
round, or cuneate; apex acute to shortly acuminate; margin denticulate or sinuate-
crenate to serrate; scabrid on both surfaces, coriaceous.

e Veins: 3-ribbed from base, with glands at nerve axils; lateral nerves 3-6 pairs, pinnate,
prominent; intercostae scalariform.

e Special Notes: Leaves of saplings and coppice shoots often lobed.

e Type: Syconium.
¢ Shape: Subglobose or ellipsoid.
e Size: 0.7-1.5x 1-1.5 cm.
e Color: Yellow or purple when ripe.
o Achenes: Oblong, slightly keeled, reticulate.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: February to April.
e Fruiting: February to April.
Bark Structure
e Bark: 5-6 mm thick, greenish-white, smooth, punctiform lenticellate, fibrous; blaze
creamy white; exudation watery; all parts coarsely and harshly scabrid with stout
white hairs.
Inflorescence / Flower
o Flowers: Unisexual; inflorescence a syconia, axillary, solitary, harshly scabrid.
o Peduncle: Up to 1.5 cm with 2-3 small scattered lateral bracts, sometimes
aggregated into a collar.
o Body: Subglobose or ellipsoid with scattered small lateral bracts; apical bracts
projecting 1-2 mm.
Internal Bristles: Copious, white, shorter than flowers.
Male Flowers: Sessile, ostiolar, in 1-2 rings; tepals 3-6, oblong-spathulate,
white hairy; stamen 1; filament 0.5 mm; anther oblong, parallel.
o Female Flowers: Sessile; tepals 4-7, linear-spathulate, white hairy; ovary
superior, obovoid; style filiform, lateral, puberulous; stigma clavate.
o Gall Flowers: Sessile to pedicellate; tepals 4-6, lanceolate, white hairy; ovary
white, sessile; style terminal, puberulous; stigma dilated.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: East Africa, Arabia, India, and Sri Lanka.
« Indian Distribution: Found in all districts of Kerala, as well as in the Western Ghats
(South, Central, and Maharashtra Sahyadris).
o Preferred Habitats: Moist deciduous forests, also in the plains.
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1. Medicinal Purposes: Treats wounds, skin infections, gastrointestinal disorders, and
respiratory conditions

2. Culinary Uses: Ripe fruits are consumed raw or cooked
3. Fiber Source: Inner bark is fibrous and used for weaving mats, baskets, and ropes
4. Ornamental Plant: Used as a shade tree or for hedges and privacy screens
5. Environmental Impact: Contributes to oxygen production and carbon dioxide
absorption
Fun Facts

o Common Name: Sandpaper Fig, due to the rough texture of its leaves
e Growth Habit: Spreading canopy with aerial roots
o Pollination: Pollinated by the wasp Kradibia gestroi
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