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59. Ficus benghalensis
e Scientific name: Ficus benghalensis
e Marathi name: 95 (Vad)
e Common name: Banyan Tree

e Family: Moraceae
Leaf and Arrangement
e Leaves: Elliptic-ovate, 12-18 by 5-8 cm long.
Margin: Entire.
Apex: Obtuse.
Base: Rounded.
Texture: Coriaceous, glossy above, glabrescent or pubescent beneath.
Veins: 5-7 veins, lateral veins 5-7 on either side of the midvein, looped within the margin,
prominent beneath.
e Petiole: 2-3 cm.
e Stipules: 1.5-2.5 cm, deltoid, acute, coriaceous.
Fruit
e Type: Syconus (fig).
Shape: Globose.
Colour: Scarlet red when ripe.
Features: Sessile, silky pubescent, basal bracts suborbicular.
Flowers: Male and female flowers in the same receptacle.
o Male Flowers: Numerous near the mouth of the receptacle, with 4 perianth segments
and 1 stamen.
o Gall Flowers: Similar to male flowers, with a short style.
o Female Flowers: Smaller perianth and elongated style.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
e Leaf Fall: March to April.
¢ Flowering: March to April.
¢ Fruiting: March to May.
Bark Structure
e Bark: Grayish brown, smooth.
e Younger Parts: Softly pubescent.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Evergreen to deciduous forests; and cultivated around villages.
e Indian Distribution: Found in all kinds of forests from plains to 1000m. Common in India,
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and now widely planted in the tropics.

Uses
1. Medicinal: Latex is used in traditional medicine for treating piles, nose diseases, and
gonorrhea.
2. Cultural: Considered sacred in India, often found near temples
3. Construction: Wood is durable under water, used for making furniture and house building.
4. Paper and Ropes: Bark fibre is used for making paper and ropes.
Fun Facts
e National Tree: The Banyan tree is the national tree of India.
e Strangler Fig: It starts as an epiphyte, growing on other trees and eventually suffocating
them.
e Great Banyan: The Great Banyan in Howrah, Kolkata, is one of the largest trees in the world
by canopy coverage.
e Aerial Roots: The tree has numerous aerial roots that grow downwards and thicken into
supportive trunks.
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