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6. SHIVAN

e Scientific name: Gmelina arborea
e Marathi name: fIas7

e Commonly known as: Sevan, Shivan.
e Family: Verbenaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

o Type: Simple

e Arrangement: Opposite

o Shape: Broadly ovate

e Type: Drupe
e Fruiting Period: May to June
Flowers
e Size: 3-4 cm long
o Shape: Trumpet-shaped with a gaping mouth and 5 distinct lobes
o Colour: Yellow tinged with brown
e Arrangement: Narrow branching clusters at the end of branches
o Flowering Period: February to April
Bark Structure
o Texture: Light grey colored, exfoliating in light colored patches when old
o Blaze: Thick, with a chlorophyll layer just under the outer bark, pale yellow white
inside
Habitat
o Native Range: Throughout greater part of India up to 1500 m
o Environment: Prefers moist fertile valleys with 750-4500 mm rainfall; does not
thrive on ill-drained soils and remains stunted on dry, sandy, or poor soils; drought
reduces it to a shrubby form

1. Used in traditional medicine for treating vata and pitta diseases.
2. Fast-growing timber tree.
3. Contains compounds with antimicrobial properties.
4. Leaves contain luteolin, an antioxidant.
5. Used for liver protection.
Fun Facts
o The Lion Throne of Myanmar is carved from Gmelina arborea wood.
e Roots, fruits, and leaves have great medicinal value.
o Known for its rapid growth rate
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