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60. Borassus flabellifer

o Scientific name: Borassus flabellifer
e Marathi name: dis

e Commonly Name: Toddy Palm
e Family: Arecaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple, fan-shaped
e Arrangement: Alternately arranged
o Size: 1-3 meters wide, divided into 60-80 linear-lanceolate segments
o Texture: Leathery
e Colour: Gray green
e Petiole: 1-1.2 meters long, edged with hard spines

o Type: Coconut-like drupe
e Colour: Three-sided when young, becoming rounded or more or less oval, 12-15 cm
wide, capped at the base with overlapping sepals
o Characteristics: When young, the kernel is hollow, soft as jelly, and translucent like
ice, with a watery, sweetish, potable liquid
o Fruiting Period: February and July
Flowers
o Size: Large clusters
o Shape: Long, white string-like inflorescences
o Colour: White
e Arrangement: Big clusters
o Flowering Period: March to September
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough
e Colour: Gray-black
e Thickness: 20-30 mm
e Outer Bark: Dead, corky
e Inner Bark: Fibrous, creamy white, with radial narrow triangular rays
Habitat
o Native Range: Tropical Africa
e Height: Up to 30 meters
e Environment: Cultivated and naturalized throughout India; used as a windbreak on
the plains, and as a natural shelter for birds, bats, and wild animals

1. Food: The fruit pulp is edible and rich in vitamins A and C.
2. Beverage: The sap (toddy) can be fermented to make alcoholic beverages or boiled down to
make palm jaggery.
3. Medicinal: Traditional medicinal uses from various parts of the plant.
4. Construction: The hard wood of the trunk is used for pillars, furniture, and supporting tools.
5. Crafts: Fibers from young leaves are used for weaving and thatching.
Fun Facts
The fruit is sometimes called "ice apple" due to its refreshing taste.
e The tree is dioecious, meaning male and female flowers are on separate plants.
e The trunk can be used as a water pipe in agricultural lands
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