61. AMALTAS

o Scientific name: Cassia fistula
e Marathi name: Sgrdr

e Commonly known as: Golden Shower Tree
e Family: Fabaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

o Type: Compound, pinnate

e Arrangement: Opposite

o Shape: Ovate to elliptic leaflets

o Type: Cylindrical pod
o Colour: Dark-brown
o Size: 2 feet long
e Seeds: Flattish, brown, up to 100 seeds in one pod
e Fruiting Period: December to April
Flowers
o Size: Racemes 1-1.5 feet long; flowers about 3-4 cm long
o Shape: Showy, trumpet-shaped with a gaping mouth and 5 distinct lobes
o Colour: Bright yellow
e Arrangement: Long, grape-bunch-like clusters
o Flowering Period: April to June
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
o Colour: Light grey
o Characteristics: Exfoliates in light-colored patches when old, blaze thick with a pale
yellow-white inside
Habitat
e Native Range: India
o Height: Up to 40 feet
o Environment: Thrives in tropical climates; grown as an ornamental tree and attracts
bees and butterflies

1. Widely grown for its beautiful yellow flowers.
2. Used in traditional medicine for its detoxifying properties.
3. Flowers used in Vishu festival in Kerala.
4. Strong and durable, used in construction.
5. The pulp of the fruit is used as a safe purgative.
Fun Facts
o Official state flower of Kerala and Delhi in India.
o Attracts various species of bees and butterflies.
e Seeds dispersed by golden jackals




61. BAHVA

o Scientific name: Cassia fistula
e Marathi name: Sgrdr

e Commonly known as: Golden Shower Tree
e Family: Fabaceaes
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