65. PHANSHI

Scientific Name: Carallia brachiata
Common Name: Freshwater Mangrove

Marathi Name: ®OTfT

Family: Rhizophoraceae

Leaves and Arrangement

Fruit

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Obovate or obovate-oblong

Size: 4-11 cm long and 2-7 cm wide

Base: Attenuate or acute

Apex: Acute or obtuse

Margin: Entire, recurved

Texture: Glabrous and glossy, coriaceous

Additional Features: New leaves are pink; lateral nerves 6-10 pairs, slender, pinnate,
obscure, with secondary laterals present; intercostae reticulate, obscure

Type: Drupe

Shape: Obovoid

Colour: Red

Size: 5-6 mm across

Characteristics: Filiform; seed one, bright orange, subreniform
Fruiting Period: October to April

Flowers

Size: Small

Shape: Sessile, in short, trichotomous axillary branching cymes

Colour: Cream-colored

Characteristics: Bisexual; bracteoles minute; calyx tube campanulate; lobes 5-8,
ovate, acute, valvate; petals 5-8, clawed, orbicular-cordate, margin deeply lacerate,
reddish, inserted on a crenulate disc; disc 10-16 lobed; stamens 10-16, one of each
pair slightly longer than the other; filaments filiform; anthers small; ovary half
inferior, 3-5-celled; ovules 2 in each cell; style subulate; stigma 4-lobed
Flowering Period: December to May

Bark Structure

()

Texture: Corky, furrowed, prominently pustular-lenticellate
Colour: Dark grey; blaze pink

Habitat
o Height: Up to 25 meters
Uses
1. Wood for Construction: Used in building and carpentry.
2. Ornamental Plant: Suitable for large gardens, roadsides, and parks.
3. Bird-Attracting Plant: Attracts birds with its red fruits.
4. Host Plant for Moths: Preferred host plant for caterpillars of the teak defoliator
moth.
5. Medicinal Uses: Traditional uses in herbal medicine.
Fun Facts
1. Common Names: Known as Corkwood, False Kelat, Maniawiga, and more.
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2. Distribution: Found from Madagascar to India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, south China,
Southeast Asia, Australia, and Solomon Islands.

3. Height: Can grow up to 50 meters tall, but usually around 20 meters in Singapore.
4. Pollination: Flowers are insect-pollinated.
5. Edible Fruits: The fruits are edible and enjoyed by birds
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